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MESSAGE 


OF 


GOV’R P. MU BRA E 


TO THE TENTH LEGISLATURE 


o 


SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES 


In the discharge of the duty imposed upon me by the Constitution, I feel 
greatly 1eheved in the performance of the task by the full and able message 
su recently placed before you by my predecessor, Gov. Lubbock In many 
of the recommendations and sentiments contained 1n that paper, I most heart- 
ily concur Circumstances over which I had no control since my induction 
into office, have prevented me from communicating with you at an earlier day. 

Weare still in the midst of war, and the conflict of arms, and the tramp 
of soldiers are still heard throughout the Confederacy. But in the midst of 
the embarrassments and losses incident to revolution, we still have cause for 
grateful hearts towards the Almighty Disposer of human affairs. 

Our harvests have been rich and abundant, almost beyond precedent, even 
from the rich soils of Texas—our granaries are full to overflowing, and if 
want prevails elsewhere, Texas 1s a land cf plenty. 

Victory crowns our arms upon almost every field, and our success has been 
more uniform and unbroken than ever before fell to the lot of a people strug- 
gl ng with a revolution of such magnitude. The superiority of ous soldiery 
in courage, and of our military leaders In skill, has been established upon an 
hundred well fought and glorious fields, and the world 1s already, upon the 
enduring pages of history, assigning us a place amongst the first nations of 
the earth in military courage, prowess, and skill, upon the field. Our people 
still remain loyal and true to tbe banner of their country, and, as a general 
thing, rush with alacrity to the field when their services are called for. 

It ıs true that we have met with occasional reverses—that our cause has 
had its periods of gloom and despondency , but then ıt should be recollected 
that no cause, however just, however cxalted and holy, was ever without 
them. Our cause is just, and God ıs with us; and periods of gloom should 
not be to a nation of patriots, periods of despondency and inaction—but oc- 
casions for more stern resolves, for more mature deliberations, and for more 
thorough preparation. Every disappoinmment and reverse should but redouble 
our energies, bind us the more closely together, and cause us to remember 


that in this contest there ls but one altcinative—success and dependence, 
or political slavery 
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The Trans-Miss Dept, by the imperfect correspondence now existing with 
the States cast of the Mississippi river and the Government at Richmond, 15 
rendered almost self-dependent for counsels, and for the means of prosccuting 
the war and defending itself. Large portions of Louisiana and of Arkansas 
are within the Federal hnes, and their people by thousands, with tLeir pro- 
perty, have taken refuge within our Lorders to escape the presence of an m- 
solent foe, and that foe 1s even now upon the soil of ‘Texas 


These facts place Texas, necessarily, in an imposing and commanding posi- 
tion in the Trans-Miss Department Arms and munitions of war are want- 
ing—the currency ıs depreciated—prices high, and the army of the Depart- 
ment 1s deficient in strength and numbers. Were the conscript laws fully 
entorced ın Louisiana, Arkansas and Texas, lt 19 beheved that they would se- 
cure an army sufficient for the complete defense of the Department , but they 
are not enforced with complete success 

These are the cucumstances surrounding the State with their lights ard 
shades, and under which you have assembled to legislate forit Yon are 
fresh from the people—enjoy their confidence, represent their will and wishes, 
and you are special’, charged by them to see that the Republic shall receive 
no detriment No Legislature of the State ever assembled under circum- 
stances imposing graver responsililities—better calculated tu mspire the heart 
with a pure devotion to country—to raise the mind above all sordid and 
petty considerations, and to direct its entire energies with a comprelens vo 
grasp, patiently, resolutely and firmly, to the contemplation of such mcasurts 
as concern the general welfaie. 

I feel that this 15 no time to shrink from duty or shun responsibility , and 
I shall not hesitate—distrustful as I am of my experience m public affairs— 
to recommend such measures as I may deem suited to the wants of the State 

One of the first great wants of the State 1s increased amounts of arms and 
munitions of war The efforts made by the State and Confederate authon- 
ties for the procurement of arms from abroad, have been but partially suc- 
cessful, and the supply is still far short of the demand. The manufacture, 
through the agency of contracts, and by operations conducted under the au- 
thority of the State, owing to the great scarcity of material, macuinery and 
educated laborers, 1s necessarily slow, uncertain and unreliable, and must for 
a long time continueso While the manufacture of arms and munitions should 
be encouraged and stimulated, ın all the ways found practicable, and as much 
of a supply obtained in this way as possible, still the main and only certam 
dependence for immediate supplies must be upon foreign markets. 

The gfeat uncertainty and risk attendent upon the intreduction of arms 
from abroad, heretofore, should not deter the State authorities fiom continn- 
ing Lheir exertions for this purpose. It is a necessity, and the State shouid 
measure her exertions and the use of her credit, alone by the extent of this 
necessity. A few millions of dollars timely and judresously expended in the 
introduction of arms and munitions, sufficient for all her people, might not 
only prevent the loss of property—countless in value—but save her from the 
cruel and horrid inflictions which have been visited upon but too many of her 
sister States. 


In view of the necessity that exists for procuring these supplies with as 
much dispatch and certainty, as possible, ıt would seem not improper to look 
to more plans and expedients than one for the accomplishment of this purpose. 
The more energy, skill, enterprise, daring and character, that can be engaged, 
the greater the assurance of success. If the mercantile pride—patriotism 
and skill of the State, could be aroused and induced to come to her aid, through 
the agency of contracts promising 1casonable compensation and certainty of 
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par, exther in bonds or cotton, as the contractor might prefer, good results 
might be aceomphshed. To leave the way open for contracts to be made— 
should favorable opportumties be presented—is not all in conflict with the 
plan of sending an agent to Europe, or employing one already there, to use 
tLe bonds that may be entrusted to bm Jt only multiphes the chances of 
success by introducing more iaborers in the field, and, perhaps, at no greater 
cost to the State In determining the amount in bonds to be provided for 
the purpose of procuring arms and other supplies, I will be indulged in calling 
to your minds the fact, that we are procuring no arms from east of the Mis- 
eiesippl mver 一 that the Confederate author,ties have succeeded, thus far, very 
slowly in procuring them—that reverses upon the field might cause the loss 
of arins to us—that you can make no other provision for two years to come, 
unless called together m extra session, and that the Trans-Miss Department 
depends greatly upon Texas, her resources and credit and that upon a supply 
of arms and munitions of war, obtained by her exertions, may even depend 
her own liberties 

‘Lhe dangers that threaten the State from without and from within, require 
a mihtary organization so complete and thorough, as to embrace, control and 
direct the entue fighting strength of the State. This organization should 
practically secure, without delay, to meet any emergency that may arise, the 
action of the forces proportioned to the emergency. To attain this enu, thor- 
ouzh organization, as well as ready obedience to the proper authorities, must 
be impressed upon ıt. 

The men between the ages of eighteen and fifty years, are already subjected 
hy law to military duty. Seventy-five per cent of them have been drafted 
for seryice, and a large proportion are already in the field. Quite a number, 
however, who were drafted, have been permitted to remain in their own coun- 
ties to assist in the defense of the frontier; and hundreds, J regret to say, 
persevere in refusing to enter the service. Those who are 1n the field were 
permitted to make organizations satisfactory to themselves, and they are said 
to be a fine body of soldicry. The twenty-five per cent not drafted may be 
added to it whenever necessity may call fcr their presence in the field. pro- 
vided this organization continues as it now exists. 


This organization is composed of men partly subject to conscription, and 
partly of men not subject—in what proportions I am not informed. Whether 
this organization shall continue permanent as it now stands, 1s a question for 
you to determine, and the difficulties attending the subject will at once pre- 
sent themselves to your minds, The period of service for which thgse troops 
were drafted, will expire in February or March, and from the signs of the 
times their services may be then most, needed in the field. Solon% as the or- 
ganization stands as ıt now does, neither the conscripts nor the men not sub- 
ject to conscription can be removed from the State without separating them. 

In this connection, I beg leave to lay before you a very elaborate and inter- 
esting communication from Maj. Gen. Magruder upon this and other subjects, 
and bespeak for it the full consideration which the great value of the facts 
and suggestions contained in lt deserve. 

Whatever may be your conclusions as to continuing this organization as it 
now stands, the men between the ages of eighteen and fifty should be held as 
the more available State force for operations in the field, and their organiza- 
tior should be complete and permanent, so that they can be readily moved 
and employed to meet any emergency. 


But should you stop with this organization, I cannot concede that the full 


military strength of the State would be embraced, or the necessities and dan- 
cers threatening it provided for. The men between the ages of fifty and sixty” 
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years should be subjected to military duty, orgamzed into compames in their 
own counties and their muster rolls returned to the office of the Adjutant 
and Inspector General They shouid not be regarded asa force fur operations 
m the tield, unless the fortunes of the State should become more desperate, 
hut as a force to meet emergencies which may arise at home, assist In pre- 
serving a wholesome police in the community, and aid in the execution of 
the laws, civil and mihtary, and for these purposes, they should be subject 
to the orders of the Eaecutive. They snuuld be used, when necessary, by au- 
thority of law, for arresting and forcing mto service those who refuse to obey 
the laws of the State—those who may desert or loiter, beyond the time al- 
lowed, from their commands The desertions from the army of the Trans- 
Miss Department are fearful in number and frequency, and not only weaken, 
but tend to its demoiahzation This organization, if made with reference to 
these objects—its duties well defined, and its movemeuts sanctioned and di- 
rected by law—will carry a moral influence with iv that will be soon felt 
throughout the Stite 

The habit of deserting, and refusing to enter service in obedience to law, 
and the harboring, concealing, and screening men guilty of such outrages 
against their country. will be broken up ‘The lawless bands, who have for- 
gotten their obligations to society and to themselves, will find m this organı- 
zation a pursuer armed vith the authority—the power, and the terior of the 
law, in whatever direction they may turn to commit depredations, and wil 
be forced to own that the way of the transgressor is hard. 

Such an organization, In reference to these and other facts, seems to be ab- 
solutely necessary, 1n order to preserve the State, or sections of 1t, at least, 
from lawless violence, to arrest and punish the wicked m the manner the law 
may say he shall be punished, and to protect the innocent and weak from the 
strong and reckless. 

I have strenuously urged the complete orgamivation of the entire mhitary 
strength of the State, that it might be promptly used, just as the emergencies 
might require. Tins I fully believe to be right. But the discretion of deter- 
nuning when, how long. and in what numbers they shall Le called into the 
field, can, in my estimation, be rested with no one except the Executive, con- 
sistently with the dignity or safety of the State. Because they are organ- 
ized, 18 no reason for withdrawing tiem from their homes and placing them 
in the field, when there 1s no need of their services. They should continue 
their attentions to producing from the soil—raising stock, &c., as far as con- 
sistent with the military defence of the State. If the civilian overlooks the 
necessity®of production, of keeping up supplies of bread and meat for the 
army, andor home consumption, no less, perhaps, could be expected of mli- 
tary commanders, whose minds are coustantly fixed upon operations in the 
field. It should not be overlooked, that the army of the Trans-Miss. Dept. 
depends greatly for supplies upon Texas, that thousands are flying with their 
property from Louisiana and Arkansas to her borders, and are consuming her 
substance—that the absence of men from home im the service at the call of 
the State, has, from all that I can learn, together with other causes, resulted 
in much less grain being sown in the gram region, than was sown last season. 
We should shape our policy in reference to the uncertain duration of this con- 
test, and we must produce and fight, and fight and produce again. Thus our 
forefathers reasoned, and thus they labored upon the soil, and fought in the 
field, for seven weary years, until they achieved the institutigns for which we 
are now battling. 


The subject of the protection of the frontier counties against the Indian 
Savage, is doubtless engaging your attention; and I sincerely hope that you 
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may achieve greater success in devising a plan than kas been achieved bereto- 
fore. Very great and general interests depend upon the success{ul defense of 
the border counties TE the population of the eatreme fiuntier counties are 
forced to leave their homes and farivs, for the want of protection, and to fall 
baek upon the adjomine countics, tLey, in their turn become border counties, 
and the area for gramre stock ard producing tLe cereals is constantly con- 
tracted After the falure of so many plans, plans, too, devised by the most 
experienced frontiersmen, one Mituout caperience m the habits of the savage 
and in Ins modes of warfare, rug' t well doubt the propriety of suggesting 
ene ‘The less of hfe and property Las been greater, judring from represen- 
tat ons, Within the last months, than for toe same penod for years past, 
and yet there bas been stat encd, for nearly twelve months, on the frontier, 
a full rernvent of mounted men, aad these men,in the mam, fruntiersmen, 
selected for theu supposcd fitre-s fur this service. 

And Les les this in gute a largo number of counties, over fifty, the men 
subject to draft upon the last calls of Gus Lubbock, were ordered to organize 
info com, ames and reny main ther respecte counties for border defense and 
numbers of others habie to conscription were permitted to remain at home 
for the =~une purpose, 1 submit, in illustration to these facts, General Orders 
Na 36, isned fiom the office of tue Acyt ard Inspector General by order 
of Goy Lubbock Fiom tlese facts you can judge of the number ol troops 
assigned to the deferse of the frontic:, and hept for that purpose out of Con- 
federate service , and you can also judge of the efficiency and prepriety of 
this plan of defense and of the reasons for its failure I am decidedly im- 
pressed with the behef, that ıt would secure better results to entrust the 
protection of the frontier, m the main, if not entirely, to Confederate au- 
thority. There the charge and the responsibility properly belong, and 1t is 
net right m principle to pursue a line of pohcy unnecessary, which :mphes 
a doubt of the willingness of the Confederacy to discharge her constitutional 
obligations to Texas, 


Confederate troops, to some extent, are already concentrated, and being 
concentrated upon the frontier for its defense, and the establishment of a 
Military District in the Northern portion of the State strengthens the assur- 
ances of defense from this source. And besides, I think that we havea guar- 
anty in the disposition of the Commander of the Trans-Miss. Department, 
that ff he ıs entrusted with the defense of the frontier—the responsibility 
imposed upon him, and he is left untrammelled, that this service will receive 
from him a full share of his attention and energy. This does not @terfere 
even with the policy of protecting the frontier by frontiersmen, for as the 
object will be complete and successful defense, should they be found the most 
cfhcient troops for this purpose, they would doubtless be assigned to this ser- 
vice. If men are to be left at home in the frontier counties for home de- 
fense, they certainly should be forced to organize in a way to make them effi- 
cent, and subject them to proper command and authority; and in case it 
should become necessary, in order to meet emergencies that might arise, for 
the compantes to prosecute campaigns beyond the limits of their counties, 
would it not be well, in such instances, to subject them to the tommand of 
the Confederate authorities entrusted with frontier defense, and commanding 
troops regularly for this purpose ? 

What should be aimed at is full protection ; but in securing this, men must 
be at their posts, and ım discharge of their duties. Such ıs the condition of 
the country, thet its resources In men and means must be carefully husbanded, 
and idleness and shirking from duty no where allowed. I am satisfied that 
posts must be established, and points more distant from the settlements of the 


6 


whites, serzed and held—that we must approach nearer the homes and the 
haunts of the savage, before the frontier can ever be ficed from his thieving 
hahits and murderous disposition. 

The policy already inaugurated, of recerving Confederate notes in payment 
of taxes, 1n order to sustain and uphold that currency, should still be adhered 
to, although the great cepreciation of those notes is becoming very em” 
barrassing to the operations of the Government. But the system should he 
rendered more perfect The collections in that currency should be made 
equal to the ordinary expenditures of the government, 1n order to avoid, from 
this time forward, the use of State Treasury Warrants at the ruinous rates 
of depreciation which mark Confederate notes. 

The practice of paying out, in the transactions of the government, Treasury 
Warrants and Confederate notes, at the same depreciated rates, not only in- 
volves bad financie:ing, but 1s actually unjust to the people—results to the 
benefit of a few keen-sighted observers upon the course and tendency of the 
currency, and will, if persevered in for any great length of time, greatly em- 
barrass the finances of the State 

Why should Texas Treasury Warrants, with her vast resources and the 
small debt against her Treasury, be paid out to her own citizens at the rate 
of ten cents on the dollar? There 1s now outstanding, of these Warrants, 
including the 10 per cent Warrants, about the sum of one million, five han- 
dred and twenty-five thousand, four hundred and eighty-seven dollars and 
seventy-two cents, ($1,525 487 72), and they are not found in circulation ex- 
cept to a limited extent—they are huarded with the belief and expectation 
on the part of the holders, that Texas 13 not only bound, but has the ability, 
and will, ultimately, redeem them at their face value in specie, and yet many 
of them were paid out at the ruinous rate of depreciation mentioned. 

The condition of the State, at present, as well as the circumstances under 
which they were issued, forbid that they should be now funded, and yet, it 
would be well, could a way be opened for their return to the Treasury. The 
propriety of receiving these Warrants in payment of debts due to special 
funds not annually distributable, and im payment for land scrip at not less 
than one dollar per acre, might well be considered, and maturely investigated. 
I believe that the public domain should be husbanded and guarded as a mine 
of wealth, to strengthen the credit of the State, and from which to draw 
means to aid ln the discharge of the pecuniary and other obligations necessa- 
rily growing out of this war, and to provide for the disabled soldiery of Texas. 
who wiil find help nowhere else. Could these Warrants be thus returned to 
the Treasury, and the State shou!d ultimately find herself under an absolute 
necessity of changing her present policy, and relying upon a currency of her 
own, she would be in a better condition to enter upon such a course, being 
more free from obligations pressing immediately upon the Treasury for pay- 
ment. 

I respectfully suggest the propriety of taking steps, at your present session, 
for having all the claims of the State against the Confederate Government, 
including expenditures for the protection of the Frontier, placed before Con- 
gress, that they may be adjusted—admitted, and, if desired by the State, ac- 
knowledged in the form of Confederate Bonds. I cannot believe that Con- 
gress will refuse to repay the State her expenditures for the support of the 
Frontier Regiment, should the subject be properly laid before them. Should 
you fail, or deem it, under existing circumstances, unneccessary to cell the 
attention of Congress to this subject, 1t will be two years, of course, before 
7 can be done. The subject is before you to dispose of as you may deem 
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The condition of the Treasury is fully before you in the Message of Gov. 
Lubbock and the Report of the Comptroller, and it 15 unnecessary for me to 
repeat the facts and figures contained in them. The rate of taxation, one- 
half of one per cent, recommended in the Report of the Comptroller, 1s also 
before you. This, if the Treasury ıs relieved of the burden of supporting 
troops for frontier defense, will perhaps, raise a sufficient revenue for the 
State. Depreciated as the currency 1s, 1t beeomes very difficult to make es- 
timates in advance. You will be better able to judge of the taxation neces- 
sary, when the sum of your appropriations, and the burdens imposed by your 
legislation upon the Treasury, are summed up. 

It ıs to be hoped that the Confederate tax laws will result in the apprec:- 
ation of the currency. Time will determine. To Congress we must look, 
mainly, for whatever of good we may expect to be accomplished, in this re- 
spect, by legislation. That body created this currency, and put it afloat in 
E States, and to it pertains the power of regulating the policy connected 
with it. 

To arraign or criticise the policy of the Confederacy, in reference to the cur- 
rency, or to make suggestions in regard to it, in this paper, could, perhaps ac- 
complish no practical good. 

But ıt should be universally borne in mind by the psople, that the cur- 
rency consists in the promises and obligations of the Government—that the 
Government entered upon this revolution without money, and that the honor 
of the Government and of the people, as well as their means, so far as gov- 
ernment could pledge them, and as far as they, by freely and voluntarily en- 
tering into the revolution, could pledge them, are solemniy pledged to the re- 
demption of these promises and obligations. This simple, but stern and un- 
bending fact, shows, that from the beginning of this revolution, the condition 
of our country was such, that the ordinary rules applied as tests to deter- 
mine the soundness of a currency-— rules applicable where trade is untram- 
melled, and commerce with the world free and unembarrassed, could not 
with any propriety or justice, be apphed as a test to our currency, and that 
such an application should have been forbidden by the people and by the 
practice of the Government. To apply to ıt the rule that a paper currency 
18 valuable in proportion to the degree and the readiness with which it is 
convertible into specie, is at once to proclaim it chaff, and is in fact a repeti- 
tion of the folly of putting new wine into old bottles. And again, it should 
not have been expected, nor was it promised on the part of the Government, 
that these obligations would be redeemed, or placed upon a specie hasis, un- 
til the last battle in our glorious cause should be fought and won. 

And even when that glorious consummation should be reached it was sup- 
posed that it would require years of contributions from the people to extin- 
guish the debt, but that its extension over a period of years would keep alive 
the glorious memories of a struggle which resulted in our freedom and inde- 
pendence. But the Government itself, in some instances in practice and the’ 
people almost universally, have forgotten all these facts and truths, and ad- 
mitted, to their own injury and impoverishment, gold as a standard by which 
the value of the credits, promises and solemn pledges of the Government 
were to be determined. The adventurer brings from abroad a few dollars in 
specie, and in a given community proclaims that every specie dollar is worth 
ten or fifteen in Confederate notes; the people yield to the assertion without 
question, as if true, and straightway the community is subjected to the loss, 
perhaps in a few days, of seeing all the Confederate notes.in it sink in value 
five hundred per cent. Practically, this allows the Yankee and the Mexican 
on your borders, and the trader in your midst, to fix and regulate the value 
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of your currency, without reference to the obligations and ability of your 
Government ultimately to make ıt good 

The questionis a plain and direct one Fs this currency to be redeemed 7 
If so why should the people be misled thus to their own detriment and led 
into practices which will fix upon their own shoulders and upon their poster- 
itv, a load of debt ten times greater than it should be. 

The propriety of suspending the operations of the Land Office, so far as to 
prevent the location and survey of laud until the war shall close, unless ıt 
shall be for special purposes connected with the credit and financial operations 
of the Government, I conceive to be obvious lts operations, in the present 
condition of the State, in the absence of so many citizens from home, and the 
hability of so many others to be called from home to the army, must result, 
munly, to the benefit of but few. 

I fully concur in the Message of Gov Lubbock, in regard to arresting the 
growing evil of distiiling grain into ardent spits. 

As to the support to be provided for the fam,lres of soldiers, as this policy 
18 already maugurated, I can only sav, that it should be ample, and leave no 
room for complaint Itisa subject of congratulation throughoùt the State, 
that the people in the various counties, upon this subject, have exhibited a 
liberality fully commensurate with the importance of this matter. In this 
respect, their patriotism and kindness have been unforced, and the past, I 
hope, gives assurance uf the continuation of this liberal and patriotic disposi- 
lon for the future. 

The reasons for continuing the suspension of the laws for the collection of 
debts, are not altogether the same as those existing two years ago, and yet 
there are reasons for it no less commanding, and which will readily suggest 
themselves to every mind. 

The subject of the Asylums for the Lunatic, the Blind and the Deaf and Dumb, 
are before you; and l invite your attention, especially, to the report of the 
Superintendent cf the Lunatic Asylum m regard to the operations of the laws 
and regulations connected with that institution. 


The introduction of machinery, and the establishment of manufactories for 
cotton cards, and for cotton and woolen cloths, the development of the iron 
and mineral resources of the State, are so obviously necessary that 1t becomes 
the duty of the State, so far as she can, to encourage and stimulate such en- 
terprises by all the legitimate means within Ker power. The attention of 
the people should be aroused to this subject, and they should, if possible, be 
moved go combinatians, to associations, and the most strenuous exertions for 
the accomplishment of these ends. The enemy has already taken possession 
of Brownsville, and how soon we may be cut off from foreign markets, and 
made entirely dependent upon ourselves, no one can tell. But current events 
are significant, and should satisfy the wise of the necessity of immediate and 
determined exertivns. Iron ıs wanting, and its rich beds of ore expose them- 
selves to the gaze of the Texan in every direction. Sulphur, salt-petre and 
other minerals are wanting, and the material and caves from which they may 
be drawn and manufactured, are found in many localities. God has provided 
the means for the complete independence and self-reliance of Texas; and all 
that is wanting is, that the hand of science, and the spirit of enterprise shall 
seize hold of and make manifest His bounty. j 

The enlargement of the operations of the Penitentiary, if found practicable, 
is & consideration of the highest moment. The value of the products of that 
Institution to the Trans;Miss. Department cannot be estimated, and could its 
capacity be doubled, the good results to the soldiers and to the people would 
be soon felt throughout the Department. This can only be accomplished by 
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the introduction of machinery from abroad, and the propriety, necessity, and 
practicability of undertaking this, by the authority of the State, should be 
maturely considered by you. The additional labor necessary can be employed. 
The condition of that Institution and its operations for the last two years, are 
fully before you in the message of Gov. Lubbock, and the Reports of the 
Comptroller and Financial Agent, and requires no recapitulation Irom me. 

Revolutions breed offenses and crimes, natural to the agencies and motives 
at work in them; and it ıs the business of the civil government to define and 
provide modes for their prevention and punishment This 1s a delicate and 
difficult task, and will require no little labor and investigation; but its 1m- 
portance warrants all the attention that you can bestow uponit. The laws 
upon this subject are defective, and society 1s not as well protected by their 
provisions as it should be. Every attempt to lessen confidenee in our ulti- 
mate success—to produce or cherish disloyalty to the cause, either in the 
public mind, or in the mind of individuals—every attempt to produce disloyal 
and treasonable combinations, or to carry on a correspondence of this charac- 
ter, or having this tendency, should be checked aud punished. Surely gov- 
ernment 18 adequate to the protection of society, by the punishment of crimes 
and offenses against it, and by making provisions for this purpose with a wise 
forecast, the authority of the law will be vindicated, and the necessity and 
excuses for irregular and unauthomzed modes of punishment will have no 
foundation The suggestapns already made in this paper, if carried out, by 
unposing4t as a duty upon the military organizations at home, to arrest and 
return to service al deserters, and all who refuse to enter the service, when 
commanded by law, will have a strong tendency to break down disloyalty i 
the State 

To harbor or aid in any way a deserter from the service, should be made an 
offence, and punished with severity. Every man who abandons the State. in 
this her hour of need, to avoid military service, should be disfranchised, and 
never permitted again to return to lt as a citizen; and if he has no family. 
and is the owner of property, his property should be confiscated to the use of 
the State; and even in instances where the family also abandons the State, 1 
do not see why the same rule should not be applied. 1 could not, however, 
recommend tae visiting of the sins of the father upon the suffering wife and 
children, when they remain amongst us; though the withdrawal of property 
from the State, ın suck tostances, might well be prohibited. 

Whatever laws of this character you may provide, you should make ıt the 
duty of the Judges of the various districts to give them in charge, specially, 
to Grand Juries, that they may be brought prominently before the public 
mind, and put in execution. And in my opinion, 1$ should be made the duty 
of the Judges to hold to their Courts regularly, at least for such purposes as 
these, and to labor zealously to secure the execution of such laws. Is the 
Judiciary to die out during the war? Cannot this branch of the government 
do much good by keeping the criminal laws prommently before the public 
mind, and by seeing that they are executed as far as practicable ? 

I feel constrained to bring to your attention the subject of Common Schools, 
and the condition of the support provided for them by law. For the past 
two years the amount distributed in support of these schools has been insig- 
nificant. The report of the Treasurer and Ex-officio Superintendent is before 
you, and reveals the aid received by them from thé State for the period men- 
tioned. The cause of education is a sacred one, and, if neglected, the only 
satisfactory excuse that ean be given to suciety and to the rising generation, 
must be necessity. We know not how long the war may cofftinue, and we 
should shape cur ends in reference to this uncertainty. This fact alone 1s 
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suficient cu demonstrate the great and general interests involved to the gi ow- 
ing minds of the State, in making that system, whose foundations rest in the 
Constitution, as efficient as the facts connected with the subject and the sur- 
‘oundings of the country will permit for their benefit. The benefits to fow 
‘rom this system of popular education, were intended, primarily tor the poor, 
and if ths fountain 1s dried un, their prospects and hopes of mental culture 
and tramng are blasted. The interests of society and of government, the 
iature usefulness and respectability of many a poor boy—sons perhaps, of 
‘ethers who have perished upon the field of elóry in defending the 1 country— 
sors of those who are still battle in freelom’s caase, bet who are unable to 
provide for the education of then ciddcea, are involved in tais atter 

F know that the subject 1s su rounded by embartagsments and pernaps the 
eveatest embarra-sment is the currency. 

taere is due tot e Conmuacr stot fal mor Bods oa RLY oo ~ about 
cres hunbed gel torry five tio sand, tarie hundred int seve teen dollars 
ard sixty cents, ($343,317 0) The annual atomalat on of terest npon 
tuese hands, as they now stand, ss about one han irel and ax tee. 0 etghr 
‘on dre band fifty-er t dodo vilenzaty cents (105,338 80 foe Bonds 
e fse Do anar willing afew years, benn to nh dae—ther, wot years 
Sas mp iited interes” agar teen, thea rolhas stucs he lees « verebtruc- 
‘ares, e, wora an | deteriorate l darme tne war, white toey bane Loe sanee 
Crproca sa new sion y itis not ditfizult to foresee that somet t en if 

tanay be grearly emuarrassed. 

Tee riterests of the R. R. system and the Common Sclioul syste 3 a^ en- 
revel tivugn the policy of State legislation, and the State is .oterested in 

2. p.eservinz and extending both systems; but the policy - +-‘eated 
‘tes one system 1s permitted to destroy the other. 


` currency renders the subject excec lngly embarrassing. From what 
learned Companies have fuled to pay the interest upon their Bonds, 
aranse they were not permitted to dò so in such currency as they could 
© aul What the condition of rhe Companies now is, and what their 
“to piy, Lam not informed. T have beard that some would pay, if per- 


l to do so, in ‘Rreasury Warrants, but T vouch not for the correctness of 
atement 


¡vr practical end to be aimed at, as it seems to me, 1s to secure to the 
u the same amount of turtion. or an approach to it, for the sams ane the 
‘> | Fund, that meht have been secure, heretufora, under existing laws 
- *+< end attainable? Of course, I do nut intend to be understood as indi- 
"u E, thyt in opnosition to the general puhicy of the State in suspending the 
> tur the collection of debts, that an exception should be made of R. R. 
9: To make such an exception, and to force, or attempt to force them to 
 yments in a currency that they could not command, I should deem unjust 
. | oppressive, and it would certainly, for a long time, defeat the obiects that 
“sbt be attained by managing this whole subject withja practical wisdom, 
nst may secure justite to the School fund, upon some plan that would, under: 
se circhmstances surrounding the country; be at the same time just to R. R. 
upanies. % i 
have thas arranged these facts and considerations, that this whole subject 
"6.216 receive at your hands that full, liberal, and practical consideration 
17 its great and general importance desérves, and with the hope that you 


y be able to work out practical results, just to the two great public inter- 
-ats nvolved, ; i 


oe evils afítict, the land. The currency is depreciated, spacuiation 
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13 abroad, and prices are enormous. The suggestions for the correction of 
these evils are numberless. 

They are in fact, enls which have attended every revolution and protracted 
war recorded by history, and history proclaims the remedies applied for their 
correction, and the results of their application. Its pages are open before 
you. 1 shall express some homely ideas, but if practiced upon, they would 
go far to abate these evils, and hush these complaints. Let every man and 
every woman comprehend the surroundings of the country, and appreciate 
the necessity of making the State self-sustaining, and every family self-sup- 
porting. Let habits unsuited to the times be abandoned and habits suited to 
them be umversally adopted. Let every family, rich and poor, depend for 
their clothing upon their own looms and spindles, tan their raw-hides into 
leather and convert their leather into boots and shoes, convert native wool 
and fars at the shops mto plain, substantial hats, and let the fair hand of wo- 
man convert into hats and bonnets the grasses and the straws plucked from the 
fields. the forests aud the prairies. Then the merchant may charge enormous 
profits for his goods, but there will be but little dependence upon him. Let 
Jabor and capital unite, and introduce and work machinery for the making of. 
wearing rpparel from our native products, and let the iron and mineral re- 
sources of the State, through combinations entered into for the purpose, be 
developed, and then such supplies willbe more abundant and cheap. Had 
such a course been adopted by our people two years ago, they would to-day 
be well clothed and independant almost of foreign markets. if the women of 
Rome m ancient times, and the maids and matrons of Prussia in modern 
times, influenced by patriotism and love of country, could strip themselves of 
ther silver plate, their jewelry and golden ornaments, and lay them upon the 
altar of their bleeding country, surely our noble women, who have from the 
beginmag of this contest exhibited a spirit zo devowed, so self-sacrificing, 
should not be ashamed to array themselves in the plain products of domestic 
manufacture, bearing evidence of a self-reliant spirit and self-sustaining homes, 
ina country bleeding at every pore, and clad in the weeds of mourning for 
the thousands of her heroic dead. 

And above all let the people again solemnly remember that this war debt, 
to the uttermost farthing, ls to be paid, that its payment is to be a part of the 
Nations glory and of the people's glory; thata failure to pay would be a stig- 
ma and stain upon the Nation and the people; and Jet them, in remembrance 
of these facts, reject the false standard of value, in foreign gold, erected by 
tue speculator and the heartless money-dealers, to determine the value of the 
Cunfederste currency; let them fund' and retire from circulation every bar 
that can be spared, and let them be content with fair remuneratiye prices for 
their labor, their products and their property, and the currency will appreci- 
ate in value and all will be well again. The remedy is with the people at 
large, 2 partial application of it can do no good the application must be as 
universal us the evil, and if universally avd rigidly applied by the people, the 
i country will be saved and the currency restored. Surely every true mán 
should be as ready to follow the good example of hisneighbor in reducing 
prices, retiring the currency from circulation, and striving to improve it, ashe 
| wonk Le to copy the bad example of the speculator in raising prices, and de* 
a crying the value of the currency. 
| [in conclading this paper, allow me to indulge the hopethat the utmost 
| harmony, aml success may prevail in your councils, that God in His goodness 

may wates over and guide you in your ‘deliberations, and that the results of 

your Lrbovs amy entitle you to the lasting gratitude of your countrymen. | 
A i ` P. MURBAH 
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- MESSAGE. | 


: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, AUSTIN, 
May. 11th, 1864. 
Senators and Representatives :' oa x z 
I greet you again in the Capitol of the State, a co-ordinate branch of the 
Government, and call for your counsels in these times of- trouble and of dan- 
ger. I return you my thanks for the kindness and courtesy extended to me,: 
during your last session, and for the zeal and devotion exhibited by your le- 
gislation to the’cause of justice and of liberty. I have convened you in ex- 
. traordinary session,*with reference alone to the public interests, and rely with 
confidence upon your advice and aid. I called you together in no gloomy 
mood. [ am to-day more sanguine of our ultimate and complete success, 
than I have been since the war began. The prospects, to me, are more bright 
and cheering, and betoken an early,dawn to our hopes. .Our arms are tri- 
umphant, east and west of the Mississippi River; and the recent victories in 
Louisiana and Arkansas, cannot be overrated in value ;. and our gratitude can- 
not be too deep to the officers and soldiers, who perited their lives, and achieved. 
these triumphs.’ Many were gathered to their fathers from these victorious 
fields, and we are still left to mourn their loss—to honor their names, and to 
counsel and legislate for the“cause in which, they perished. But one senti- 
ment can animate ‘our bosoms—patriotism and devotion to the altars upon 
which they sacrificed their lives. ve 
If the respite and safety secured to us, for a time, by these successes, are 
properly improved by the people and authorities, State and Confederate, the 
Trans-Mississippi Department may, in a few months, be placed in a stronger 
and better condition, than it has been since the contest began. : - 
I shall detail to you, plainly, the condition of the State, and call your at- 
tention to such matters of public interest, as I consider egar four serious 
and patient consideration. a we i ES 
e < : © "THE CURRENCY. - ` 
Congress owned the fact, that the Confederate currency was almost worth- 
IrAs, and provided fòr its withdrawal from circulation. The act was bold, if 
not approved by wisdom and good faith, It was an actof financial destruc- 
tion, if not of financial skill. They created—they destroyed. I have no com- 
ments to make. I shall deal with the legislation of Congress as it affects the 
finances of the State. ek Pere tt aes . IA aah e 
Tn regular session, last winter, in a spirit of patriotism, and for the purpose 
of sustaining the Confederate currency, you made all the appropriations in it. 
You authorized the taxes to be collected in it, and the obligations of thé State 
to be paid from it. You believed that Congress would provide, in some way, 
to sustain the currency.” After the first of July, if the currency is paid out 
at all from the Treasury, it must be at a discount of 33} per cent. on the dol- 
Jar, and on the one hundred dollar notes, at a still greater sacrifice, One-tenth ` 
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of the annual taxes making the Common-School Fund, shares the same des- 
tiny. This beavy discount is upon a currency rating from twenty to thirty 
to one in value, in comparison ‘vith specie. What proportion of the taxes 
has already been collected, what proportivn is yet to be collected, T am not 
informed. But, it is beyond controversy, that this accnmulation in the Treas- 
ury is almost worthless, and that measures must be speedily adopted to re- 
lieve the State from this embarrassing position. Whether the collection of 
taxes in the present currency should not be at once arrested, and the dispo- 
sition of what is already collected, and what may. yet be collected, is for your 
consideration. I beheve that it should be exchanged for the new issue. The 
State cannot afford”to hols it and'fand in bords., ,This would at once deprive 
her of the means, provided by law to meet her pecuniary pbligations. When 
this exchange can be effected, 1 am not informed ; but that ıt should be speed- 
ily done, is eyident. _ The,State, so soon as the necessary measures can be put 
in operation, should egase to pay out this currency. After the first of July, 
if it can be avoided, no payments should be made with it. Wyhether.the old 
can be exchanged for the new issue, and -taxes gatliered,in the new, with suf- 
ficient expedition, to, meet the wants of the Goyernment, is a matter for your 
_immediate enquiry. | | ed, Ti he oh ets iat 
It is necessary to look “beyond a few. months,.or mere temporary arrange- 
ments, in reference to'the financial policy. of this State. ce Bee mee 
The. issue, of Treasury Warrants was very properly arrested, to prevent 
them from being paid out in connection with ‘Confederate Notes, and at the, 
same depreciated rates, ~ ee a a) a ae nes 
. The question is ‘now distinctly propounded to you, and must be answered 
by your legislation, whether you will continue the same financial system, de 
pend entirely ‘upon Confedérate Notes in all their „fluctuations and rapid 
changes, as to value and form, or adopt a different system..-.This system ‘has 
been fully tried, and the results to the State are fully before you. The-new 
currency will doubtless be better than the present, and may continue so for 
some time—but how long, none can tell， What value will be placed upon the 
new issue, is for the future to determine. But the habit is established by the 
people, in the use of Confederate money, of receiving and paying it out at its 
market valúe. The Confederate Government has not only proclaimed the: 
present currency depreciated, but lt long since taxed gold in proportion to its 
superior value.over Confederate Notes.-- ow. on ae ue 
> It is certain that.a revolution has taken place in the amnds of the people 
and the General Government, on the subject of currency, ¿A more firm basis 
is being looked’ for, and'specie is being recognized as the standard by which to 
“determineChe ydlue of the paper currency. , It is useless to deny the fact, or 
attempt to conceal jt. Every-day transactions, from Richmond to.San Anto; 
nio, prove it. The currency is treated as depreciated, and is “So estimated jn 
buying and selling, and the habit being so generally established, will certainly 
continue until the currency ceases to be depreciated, and is regarded as sougd. 
T do not believe, however, that the State.and the people should forget thè ab- 
‘ligation to sustain it as far as. possible, by making all the sacrifices that can 
be expected. ‘The question, however, is presented, whether or not the State 
‘alone shall continué to receive this currency;'at par; and if so, whether she 
can continue to conduct her operafions, and discharge her pecuniary obligations. 
` Tf, however, the policy is to be continued, of relying alone upon the Oon- 
federate currency, the issue of Treasury Warrants should be avoided, if pòs- 
sible, for the reasons heretofore given.» © | | | i i 


_ df: a different financial system is ta be adapted, avhat ‘shall be? o! 


-E 1 contess, that the pressure ¢f engagenients has prevented me, thus far, from 
giving that full attention’ to.the subject, which its great importance. demands, , 
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- E 
and whichis necessary to the formation of VIEWS, ok ‘could ba’ recommended 
as decided convictions. ,, 

But the interest of the State requires that the subject should: be thoroughly 
canvassed ;,and it might be considered, whether the- assessments of 1860 or 
1861, might not bë taken, as a basis of values—taxes collected in State Treas- 
ury Warrants, Coupons of State Bonds at par. specie, and’ the Confederate 
currency at yts value in the market. Treasury Warrants could be substituted’ 
for the Coupons as they were paid into the Treasury, anda provision made 
for funding the Warrants i in six per cent bonds, whenever too many of them: 
were found in circulation. The fact that. the Coupons were received in 
payment of taxes, would increase, in all probability; the value of the bonds, 
and, at the same time, diminish the amount of specie necessary, to redeem the 
Coupons. It might not be necessary to fund any of the ‘Treasury Warrants 
for sometime to come, perbaps not until the war shall end, as they would be- 
come a circulating medium, and-be sought for by. the tax -payer. Under such 
a system, the taxes might be greatly diminished, and yet be of greater value., 
Tt is not my purpose to elaborate—but merely: to call your attention to this 
subject.- 

T am aware that it would require time to depart from the sean system, 
and to put. into operation such an one as is indicated above. There would be 


mine’the value of Confederate Notes, in a manner satisfactory and just to all. 
portions of the State. The Goyernment would bave to be provided for, until. 
taxes could be collected under such a system; and how far the present cur-* 
rency and the new issue will meet the want, and im what manner ıt should be 
employed for the purpose, would be for yout consideration. The taxes that 
may be remaining in the Treasury, s on the first ot July, will be diminished in 
amount one-third by the operation of the law of Congress, únless aude in, 
the six per cent. Confederate Bonds. 

It is, at all times, important to sustain the credit. of the State; and” now 
that we are so isolated from the-Government at Richmond, it is even more 50. 
Her credit, in the progress of. this struggle, may not only be essential to the- 
safety of the State, but important to the whele Trans-Miss. Department. It 

, should, therefore, be guarded and cherished.with great care. - The resources 
and position of the State will enable her to carry a very large debt, should it- 
» become necessary, And it is for you to determine, whether the interest on 
the Bongs outstanding shall be regularly paid or not. It is important that 
it should be done; and it can.be, provided the State is unembarrassed in a 
judicious plan of purchasing and ‘disposing of cotton. 3 
STATE TROOPS. 

At your regular session last winter, you provided for an organization of a 
¿State military force, to continue during the present war—embracing all capa- 
"ble of bearing arms between the ages of eiglteen and forty-five years, not. 
liable to Confederate service, and those between the agcs of forty-five and 

* fifty. This organization was intended to bea Reserve Corps, to be employed | 
in the defense ‘of the State, and in co-operation with Confederate Troops, and. 
under Confederate authority, whenever the necessity should exist. The or- 
ganization was calculated to "do much _good, and, completed and employed as 
designed „by the law, was well suited, not ‘only to the wants of the State, but 

, also to its defence. The organization was never thoroughly completed, as 
provided for. It was defeated by the operation of various unexpected and. 

unforeseen causes and difficulties. It 18, for the present, as a State force, 
gone; and, as you left this force, to some- extent, under my control, and.in my- 
charge, the explanation is ‘due to you and to the county , from me, why: the. 
organization was never completed, and’ why it is gone; ' and it shall be frankly’ 


+ 


t 


difficulties to overcome. “16 would, practically, be found difficult to dater- ` 
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and concisely given. When the Legislature adjourned in December last, the 
enemy were in considerable numbers threatening the State from the coast, 
and also from Louisiana; and you had, by law, empowered me to continue the 
State Troops in the field,'if deemed necessary ; and the law conteniplated, 
that a re-organization of them might take place in the field. 1 determined 
that it was not only necessary that the troops should continue in service—but 
that the re“urganization should take place on the coast, where the troops then 
were, under the command of Maj. Gen. Magruder; and, on the sixth of Jan 
uary, I not only caused the necessary orders to be issued-to the officers, to 
hasten to the coast the State ‘Troops, not. then in service, to participate in the 
re-organization—but I issued also an Address, urging upon them the necessity 
of a prompt and cheerful obedience to the law. * 1 was soon gratified with the 
intelligence, coming up from different portions of the State, of a general dis- 
position to obey the law ; and soon, many began to move to the post of duty, 
to which they had been called. : ` ‘ 

The Troops in service were Still under the command of the Major General 
commanding the District. ef Texas, New Mexico and Arizona—for the period 
of time for which they weré drafted and had volunteered, had not’ then ex- > 
pired—and as they had been received into Confederate service at different 

“dates, their time of service expired—some early in February—some later in 
that month—and some even late in the month of March. ` 

Td became necessary, therefore, to fix a day, intermediate between the pe- 
riod of the expiration of the service of the first Companies, Battalions and 
Regiments, who had entered the field, and the last; and the 20th of February 
was mutually agreed upon between Maj. Gen. Magruder and rojseif as the 
proper time. - 

On the twenty-third day of January, I issued a formal order, continuing 
the troops in service, and, at the same time, announced to them the twentieth 
day of February as the day agreed upon for the re-organization, and notified 
them, that after the re-organization, they would be continued under the com- 
mand ef Maj. Gen. Magruder. oS ， 

Late in January, 1 learned that great discontent prevailed amongst this 
body of traops, aud that many of them were leaving their posts, and going 
home—and that a different day, than that agreed upon, had been fixed by the 
Major General for the re-organization—and 1 also learned, that various Orders 

shad been issued from his Head Quarters, affecting the re-organization, and 
certainly. calculated, though not designed, to delay and to defeat, for a time, 
anything like a complete State organization. Amongst others, Gen’! Orders, 
Nos. 7 and 14 were issued on the 12th and 20th of January, respectively, 
which show, that an effort was made to enroll and conscribe those between the 
ages of eighteen and forty-five years, before the term of service of the State * 
Troops, of which they were a part, had expired, and that, too, after an order > 
issued by me, prolonging the service of these tróops. 1 found, when 1 came 
"into office, that a large numbar of those, embraced by the State Troops, were 
under forty-five years of age. You so left the organisation when you ad- 
journed last winter. 1 had no other impression, from my correspondence with - 
Gen. Magruder during the session of the Legislafure, and for some time after 
its adjournment—but that it was his desire and expectation, that this element 
* should be continued with the State force—that while frouting the enemy upon 
the coast, it was no time for separating them from those between the ages of 
forty-five and fifty years—and that you, judging from the law enacted, ex- 
pected these two classes to remain’ in conjunction, forming one organization; 
for six months, to mectthe crisis then threatening the State from the coast, 
I acted upon these impressions, in arraiging the plan for the re-organization 
òf the troops in the field. I was not apprised of any other impression orin- ` 
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tention, on the.part of the Major General commanding the District; until same 
time after the issuance of General Orders, No, 14, already referred to, and, 
until I heard-of. the dissatisfaction prevailing amongst, the troops, + | 

Itis due, however, to | Gen. Magruder, to state, that he claimed to haye- a. 
different impression as-to the -organization and disposition. of. those between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five; and that in. endeavoring: to ‘enroll. and 
place them into Regiments separate from the State Troops, He was acting: 
under the orders of Gen. Smith: It is also proper, here to state, that Gen. 
Smith, in the conference hereafter alluded to, said, that .让 was. understood; 
between him and Ex-Governor Lubbock, “when this ‘class of men were organ- 
ized with the State-Troops, that they. were, at the end of six,mouths, to be 
nable to conscription, and be continued in Confederate seryice., The state- 
ment of Gen. Smith, was fully, cørrohorated py Gov. Lubbock. ~ Still, ‘this 
understanding was. not made ‘known to the men, and- they were, “under the 
orders referred to, deprived of ‘a privilege, granted under the Law, conscribing 
them, of selecting their. commands, and, visually, eee ee -to 
service. 


With as little loss of.time as possible, after receiving this intelligence, I met 


Generals Smith and Magruder, by inyitationy in Houston, about the, third of 

February, in consultation upon this,subject; and, after a fall and free. confers 

ence, the following Order was announced : ae 

“ Heap-Qrs. Dist. or. Texas, New México de AxizoÑa, 2, 
Houston, February 4th; 1864, 


we 


SPECIAL "ORDERS, No. 35. 

After a conference batween his Excellency ihe Governor of Texas, and the 

Commanding Generals of the Department and District, the following is 
announced to the State Troops as the. decision ultimately arrived at, and by 
which all concerned will be governed: 
« All members of the State Troops under forty-five: “years. of age, are permit- 
ted. at their option, to form new. organizations.of companies, in ,the Confed- 
erate States’ service, to serve for the war, and to eléct: their.officers, or may: 
join existing organizations’ in the Confederate service, and all; who do 
not join either, will be re-organized on the 20th inst, with the State Troops, 
under the late State Law. 

On the re-organization of the State Troops, all men now. Tiable to conscrip- 
tion, will be enrolled, and will be allowed to remain jn the “State Troops for 
the period of six months, at the expiration of which time they will be trans- 
ferred, in accordance yith the Conseript Law, to the Confederate service. - 

By command of' Maj. Gen, 可 BANKHEAD’ MAGRI DER, r 

W. A. Atsron, À. A. General.” > 

On the, fifth of February, after still farther considering the senator of 
the Troops—the fact, that so many. of them had left the field, and the small- 
ness of the number left—General Orders, Na. 13, were issued, with my fall 
consent, as follows : Es De 

ae Ss i pi HEAD- QUARTERS, STATE TROOPS, 
Para or Texas, New Mexico. & ARIZONA; ‘ 1 
"Houston, February 5th; 1864.: oe 
GENERAL Orvens, No. 13, 

In-order to enable the State Troops now in the field, to reorganize “within 
their Brigade limits, so as to permit. those about to enter the seryice under- 
the recent Act of the Legislature, to participate in the re-organization, as well 


as to afford the men entitled to furloughs the means of reaching their homes; . 


the Major General Commanding dizects : 
I., That on the 15th day of February, the Regimerits: “and Battalions of 
State Troops, (excepting those persons. who have ‘volunteered under ( General 


tr 
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Orders No 16,) under the commend of their officers, shall bé marched to their 
original : Battalion - encampments, ‘where they «shall’be furloughed until 
the 15th of March next. Commanders -of the ‘companies of Stite Troops, on 
arriving within their- Brigade Districts, will‘ mmediately report “by letter to 
theacting Brigadier General of the District, with the muster rolls of their com- 
pañies, as they stand, stating the ‘names aid residences of their‘officers-and 
meno. ” o. Pe: RS : ee ee 
- TL. Quartermasters of each “Regiment “andBattalion of State Troops, will 
furnish such transportation and subsistence as-is absolutely necessary (not 
exceeding one wagon to every one hundred and fifty: men, including Field, 
Staff and Company Officers,) to enable them to reach their Battalion Camps. 
All other public property will be turned over by the Quartermaster for-the 
ase of the Companies organizéd under General Orders, No. 16: ° * > + 

A Commissioned Officer will “be assigned $$ act as Quartermaster for 
detached Companies of the State Troops, to proctire supplies 6n:the’march: `" 

Leaves of absencermay be granted to the~officers, and furloughs to the mer 
from the 15th of February to the 15th of Marck next, but those receiving 
furloughs will not be furnisLed with transportation or subsistence: : 

TIT. Upon the 15th day of March next; the Companies of State.Troops; 


i k 


including those enrolled under the last Act of the Legislatúre, will asseñible į 


at the original Battalion Camps. All those residing in the Brigade District, 
as originally formed, rendezvousing at the Battalion"Camp of that District, 
when they will-be, within five days thereafter, reorganized into Companies in 
eonformity with the State Law. ig 
The senior Commissoned ‘Officer ‘now serving with the State Troops, and 
present at the reorganizatior, will act as mustering Officer, and: will make 
returns of the musterrolls, one copy of which shall bé sent to the Adjutant 
and Inspector General of tne State at Austin; to the Brigadier General 'Com- 
manding the District, and to these Head Quarters. - aOR ay 
Those Companies forming the Regiments and Battalions, will bé brought 


- together-under the orders of the State Brfgadier Generals, when the Regi- 


ments and Battalions will be reorganized. 

` IV. Upon the reorganization-of the Regiments and Battalions in con- 
formity with the State Law, as provided for in the preceding paragraph} the 
non-commissioned officers and privates shall each be divided.into three classes, 
to be called the Ist 2d and 3rd class’ The third class shall be composed of 
those not now in the field. Those now in the ‘field shall be divided by lot 
into fwo classes, ip accordance with the provisions of the Jaw, and-those-of the 
first class shalt be furloughed for three months. No ` 

The cÉssification as above made shall be notedon the=»muster'roll. - 


V. ‘All Commissioned, Regimental and Company Officers, wilt retain their 
respective positions until the reorganization is completed, in accordance with _ 


these orders. The A.'Q. M’sof each: Regiment und Battalion will provide 
forage and subsistence for the men while on the march andiin camps, and will 
remain on duty with the same after the reorganization until further orders, 
In the meantime, they will settle up their outstanding accounts. 

* YI. The Commanding Officer of each Regiment or Battalion will hold 
himself subject to the orders of the Brigadiers' of the Militia, appointed by 
the Governor, in ordervto aid in the execution of the Militia Law of the State. 
”了 will also take the necessary steps for the arrest of deserters from the 
present commands. ae te A a Ee 
- VIE. The Major General-Commanding announces that a Paymaster will be 
sent to each camp to pay off the State ‘Troops, before they leave their present 
encampments. Osos, Len a È E E 

--VIII. All persons who have vólunteered from the State Troops into new 
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companies or old organizations on or before the 15th inst in compliance with 
| General Orders, No. 16, or who shall do so before the 15th inst., shall be im- 
| mediately granted a furlough by-their Company Commanders for thirty days. 
E Those residing in the Northern Sub-District shall receive a furlough for 
$ forty days. ° i vto É A * 

The troops are reminded that those who present themselves properly armed, 
mounted and equipped, willbe received as cavalry., . ~. “7 

By: command of Maj. Gen. J. BANKHEAD MAGRUDER. 

Jonn Sayues, AWA. General.” i i y as 
~ In conformity with these-orders, the Companies reported themselves at the 
time, and at the places designated therein, and were re-organized—but as'to. 
the numbers who reported, 1 am not informed. In obedience to orders winch 
I caused to berissued from the office of the Adjt. and Inspector' General, four 
of the Brigadier Generals, who had been appointed by me, under the authority 
of the law passed by the last Legislature, designated places in their respec- 
tive Brigade Districts, for the assembling of the Companies to be organized 
into Battalions and Regiments, in conformity with Orders, No. 13, and the 
"Laws of the State, soon after the re-organization of the Companies. Brigadier. 
Generals McAdoo, Barnes, Throckmorton and Griffith, acted ‘with’ great 
promptnéss, energy and zeal, in laboring to assemble the Companies, and or- 
ganize the Battalions and Regiments, and their conduct entitles them to my’ 
thanks, and commends them to the country. Brig. Gen. John S. Ford was 
in active service in the field, and was, therefore, unable to give his personal 
attention to the orders issued on this subject. ‘The Companies, however, in 
his District, were re-organized ; and it is but just to say, in reference to the 
people of that Brigade District, that so many of them were already in service, 
that but comparatively few remained to be organized, as contemplated, ~ 
~ In Brigade District, No. 4. embracing many of the Eastern counties, and 
for duty in which Col: R. H: Cumby was appointed a ‘Brigadier General by 
me, no place was designated for organizing the Battalions and Regiments, in 
consequence of his failure to act,and obey instructions issued—after accepting 
the appointment tendered to him;* : 加 ap ae 

From these facts, it will be seen, that I lost no time, aud spared no labor, 
to have the troops re-organized, in conformity with the laws of the State; and 
Order, No. 18. I was watching the. movements of the enemy, and' was anx- 
ious to have the troops rendy to be transferred to the field. ` ` 

Tu the meantime, another difficulty arose, of much greater magnitude ; and 
which finally resulted in defeating and:destroying the State organization: ` 

Maj. Gen. Magruder, so soon as the recent Act of Conscription, passed by . 
Congress, was ‘published in the Trans-Miss. Department, declined-receiving 
the State Troops, as State Troops, in any form of organization, although ten- 
dered to him, and expressed his determination to rely alone upon the Law of 
«Congress for troops. This law was published in Houston, according to my 
recollection, about the 20th of March, and the troops in the four Districts 
already named; were then assembling in their Brigade encampments, to be 
organized as the law of the State required, and in conformity with General 
Orders, No, 13, issued by “himself, with my consent, after they had-been-con- 
tinued in service, as State Troops, by my orders. already referred to. The 
position assumed by Gen. Magruder, virtually involved the assumption, that 
the law of Congress-annulled:the Jaws the Legislature enacted, and that the 
Confederaté military off cers were thereby authorized to break up a military 
organization, formed under the authority of the State as a reserve auxiliary 
> corps, embracing. men never befere embraced by any legislation of the Confed- 
erate Government, and designed to perform nearly the same service, and to - 
accomplish the same ‘ends; as those proposed by the law of Congress. Of 
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course, I need not state, that my opinionsdid not at all accord with his; on this 
subject, and that I so represented to him.-- I preferred that the State organi- 
zation.should be completed, and that. the troops, should go to the field, as State 
Troops, at least until the Legislature should meet, and dispose of the embar- 
rassing question, by transferring them regularly to the Confederate service, 
in a body; or to be organized in conformity with, and for the purposes indi- 
cated by the Conscript Act, and by adjusting the legislation of the State to 
that of Congress, if, that Body should deem: it proper so to do. I insisted upon 
this, as the only proper and legitimate course to be-pursued—but Gen. Magru- 
der did not accede to my views. I believed that, in this way, a larger num- 
ber of these troops could be more readily thrown into the field, than in any other 
way, to meet the emergency then threatening the State, The position of the Ma. 
jor General involved the necessity of disbanding or furloughing the State Troops; 
for the State was not prepared to arm, equip, and subsist them in the field. 
The enemy, in large numbers, were moving up Red River, through Louisiana. 
Steele was moving, with a large force, from Arkadelphia towards North-east- 
ern Texas—the enemy, in force, were threatening Northern Texas from the 
direction of Fort Smith—onr forces were called from the coast to meet the 
foe in Louisiana, and that portion of the State left with few defenders—the 
enemy were in sufficient force on the Rio Grande to require-all of our force 
in the West to hold them in check. The least appearance, of differences and 
of conflict, between the State and Confederate authorises, was to be ayoided, 
when the enemy were approaching from so many directions, and the State and 


Trans-aíiss. Department thus so seriously threatened. Time was impor- * 


tant—action was necessary—and a mere negative course, neither accorded 
with my duties, or met the emergency. I pursued thecourse which I deemed 
best, under all the circumstances. I called upon the State Troops, and upon 
these liable to conscription under the recent Act of Congress, by proclama- 
tion issued on the 12th of April, to volunteer and organize, in co formity with 
the e ARE Law. I could not order them so to do 一 1 had no authority 
for this, e dd 
In view of all the questions and interests involved in the subjeet, and affect- 
ing, personally, those who were embraced in the State organization—-General 
Orders, No, 1, and General Orders, No, 15, issued from Houston and Austin, 
on the 11th day of April, were mutually agreed on between Gen. Magruder 
and myseif—and to these orders, and the proclamation mentioned above, you 
are respectfully referred for the details, involved in the final disposition of this 
embarrassing question, on my part. The importance of this subject causes 
me to place the facts, connected with it, so fully before you. The State and 
the Confederate laws both stand unrepealed. They embrace, in the main, the 
same claof men, and are designed to accomplish nearly the same objects. ~ 
The Act of Congress, if executed, as it was intended to be by its framers, 
and the organization, embraced under it, held as a reserve corps strictly, and 
employed as such, and kept im service, only, when actually needed in the de- 
fense of the State, will accomplish nearly the same ends, intended by your 
legislation, as an auxiliary force; but, in other respects, I seriously appre- 
hend, is not so well adapted to the varied wants of the country. Sucha 
corps, thoroughly organized under the authority of the State, would not only 
have been an auxiliary-ferce to co-operate with the Confederate army, when- 
ever an emergency should have presented itself; but a Reserve of laborers— 
sowing, planting and reaping, for the support of those in regular service, and 
interrupted in their domestic vocations as little as the exigencies of the coun- 
try would haye permitted. [ may be mistaken ia my calculations; but I am 
of the opinion, that the men between tle ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
if well equipped, sustained and armed, would-furnish a sufficient force in. the 
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E Traus-Miss. Department, to be continually in the field; and would be much. 
Bmore formidable than greater numbers, not;so well armed and provided for. 
Sethe whole subject is before you, and is worthy ‘of a full consideration in all 

fof its bearings. _ o > co. Co, 
‘The State is now without any military -force whatever. She has not even 
ka sufficient police, under her control, in any county. “My views have not 
changed, since my last Message to the Legislature, as to the necessity of pro- 
@ viding for this want. , Those between the ages of fifty and sixty yeats, and 
Esthose éxempt from military service under the laws of Congress, should he or- 
py canized into Minute Companies in their respective counties, under the autho- 
Berity of the State, and their Muster Rolls forwarded to the office of the, Adj’t 
mand Inspector Genera]. Thus organized, they would aid in the execution of 
Zithe laws, civil and mililary—they-would form an efficient Police Force to 
fe watch over and control the slave population, and prevent them from being 
ÉS tampered with—they would arrest deserters, and break up their haunts, and 
W root out disaffection, disloyalty and treason to our cause—-they would aid in 
ES protecting the community from, violence, and from the horrid murders, rob- 
m beries, aud other outrages, which are daily being committed in many sections 
Z of the State. They would uphold and sustam the laws, and.assist in their” 
execution, and make the wicked offender everywhere feel that the way of the- 
$ transgressor is hard, and thus strengthen the local organization for the pro- 
É tectiun and deferse of the State.” These duties are all consistent with giving 
= their time and attention, mainly, to domestic interests. >. 
4 a . “FRONTIER ORGANIZATION‘. | . 
* The military organization in the Frontier Counties, provided for by an Act 
$ of the 10th Legislature, was completed so -soon as practicable after the passage 
@ of the Jaw, and the Frontier’ Regiment transferred to Confederate service, 
E on the first day of March last. `I appointed. William Quayle, Commanding 
$ Officer of the First District, George Brath of the 2d, and, James M. Hunter, 
@ of the 3d, each with the rank of Major of Cavalry, as provided by law; and 
Ni it affords me great pleasure to bear evidence to the zeal, energy and intelli- 
@ gence, with which they have, thus far, discharged the arduous duties imposed 
@ upon them. The indications, so far are—that the organization is based upon 
Y proper conceptions of the wants of that exposed section of the State; and 
$ what, when thoroughly completed, and placed in working condition, it will 
g afford the protection, and accomplish ,the good anticipated from it, by the 
@ framers of the law. If thoroughly systematized, and -faithfully executed, it 
promises better protection against the peculiar Warfare waged upon the Fron- 
= tier by the Indian, than any plan heretofore adopted. It seems to harmonize 
Š ‘well with the habits, the peculiar interests ana pursuits, of the people of those 
E counties. Bona fide residents are emyloyed in this service, who have families 
and property to protect frem roving bands of savages, prowling about to mur- 
der and pillaze—and thus, the. protection of home is blended with that of 
the public. «© => yo. i 

So far as reports—which have reached me—the disposition of the organiza- 

tion to discharge its duties. according to the requirements of the law, as a 
general thing, is gratifying ; dud good service ‘has already been:rendered by. 
it to the State and.to the Confederacy, which time will fully-develope. > Be- 
serters from the army haye been promptly arrested, and returned to the post 
of duty.; and orders, issued from the office of the Adj’t'and Inspector Gen- 
eral of the State to sustain, encourage, and aid the civil authorities in the >` 
discharge of their duties, in investigating violations of the law, and in bring- 
ang to :punisbment offenders—to arrest and transfer to Confederate service 
those who failed to do their duty, as soidiers, in this service—to enquire into 
all combinations’against the State and the Confederacy—and to arrest for. 
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punishment, and hold-in custody, all connected with such combinations—hav@ 
been promptly obeyed by the*Commanding Officers of ‘the ‘Districts.’ ‘The 
services rendered by Maj Quayle, in his District; in detecting, and atrestingm 
and investigating the facts connected with a band of conspirators against thd 
Government, are very important. “Maj, Hunter, thotgh laboring in the mids 
of great difficulties, deserves great credit for the energy and address exhibited 
by him, in prosecuting an enquiry into the facts connécted with the horrid 
murders and robberies committed in Gillespie county. Imespectfully refer yous 
to the office of the Adjutant and Inspector General, for full information upong 
all these subjects. nae mee DE eee S 
The-number of men embraced iu this organization, is greater tban was ang 
ticipated by you, when in session last-winter ; and tbeappropriation made forg 
its pay and support, is far short of what will be required. With the numberf 
ef men now reported on the Muster Rolls—if one-fourth only of them is kept 
in service at a time—the expenses will amount to about eight hundred thou-§ 
sand ($800,000) dollars, from the bust estimates that I can make. _' y 
* If the Frontier Regiment is to be permanently withdrawn from service on $ 
¿that border. and its defense left to this organization alone—there may be af 
necessity for puttirig a larger proportion of the force in active service, and! 
then the expense will be increased in’ proportion to the additional numbers] 
émployed. This Regiment was, about the 9th of April, ordered from thej 
Frontier; and the condition of affairs in the District commanded by Major} 
Quayle, caused him to call to"his assistance a large proportion of the force at! 
his disposal. ñ 
` How it is, that the numbers in this, organization have swelled up so much į 
beyond the calculations made by the -10th Legislature, is a matter for your 
enquiry. Tam not informed of the rule adopted to determine the “bona fide | 
citizen under the law” Instructions have been issued from the office of ‘the 
Adjutant and Inspector General, that the term excluded deserters, and those | 
who had left other sections to avoid ‘military service; and that it only em- 
braced those who were there, in good faith, before the passage of the Jaw, | 
with their families and property, and who ‘did not come there to shirk duty | 
elsewhere. No man should be permitted to remain in that service, who does | 
not fully discharge his duties as a soldier and a citizen. Every man who is ' 
not true to the country; should be expelled from the organization, and placed | 
in service under Confederate authority ; and, when found guilty of conspiracy 
and treason, punished as the law demands. The cttizens of the border coun- 
ties were placed in that service to protect their liomes—to protect the fron- 
tier—to uphold the laws—and to do their duty to the Statė dnd the Confed-* 
eracy. ‘gl he organization, thus purged, and composed only of ‘bona jide citi- 
zens, and good and true men—as already stated—will do much good. Such 
an organization, freed from demoralizing elements—in conjunction with a re- 
Kable Battalion or Regiment, to co-operate on the outside of the border coun- 
ties, will, it is conceived, give better protection to that exposed portion of the 
State, than has been afforded for years, and seems really necéssary, to break 
up, and guard against, the dangerous combinations and elements collecting far 
beyond, and threatening it so seriously., * IR E 
-IÉ the same views are entert .ined by the Confederate authorities, as to this 
mode of defense to the Frontier—why may not arrangements be made, by 
which the means for sustaining this organization, may be furnished to the 
State from the Confederate Treasuty ? : : aad 
. THE PENITENTIAAY. . d y 
“You adjourned your regular session last winter, without providing, by law, 
for the distribution of the products of the Penitentiary: * You left this 1m- 
portant. matter to the discretion of the Financial Agent and‘ the Directors of 
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[at Institution, and. imposed, the responsibility upon them. :- L respectfully, 
gibinit, that, the disposition of these'products—their. price—and to whom 
ghey should go—are peculiarly in your province,’and should be fixed by law. 
fhe people expect this, of their Senators,and Representatives jzand coming, as 
Bhey do, from all portions of the State, they are best caleulated to judge of, 
pid regulate, tins matter, and the interest of the State requiresit. Whether 
she pricé should be fixed at the market yalne, or some,other, is for you to 
determine, and ajsó in what proportions they -ane;-to be distributed to the 
nny, tbe families of soldiers, and the community: ,, The subject—lefé with- 
But regúlation by Jaw—it becomes a question whether, in a legal -point of 
Biew,-the Financial Agent is not bound to sell these products at their market 
falue.” He is butan, agént, entrusted with the sale of-the property of his 
priocipal, and the principal has failed to fix the price, or regulate the disposi- 
suon of the property, and left the Agent, under heavy bonds, to: huntvout bis 
Regal obligations, through precedent and authority. -.,In ordinary times, the 
position wourd not be sọ embarrassing—for the products would not be in such 
Hemand, and sales, at the market value; would dispose.of the difficulty.’ But 
Bow, when the families of soldiers require a. portion of these fabrics—the 
Brmy necds them, and -the community. clamor for. them—your legislation 
mhould fix the rules for the guidance of the Agent, , His difficulties are in- 
mreased by the constant and rapid depreciation of the Confederate currency, 
which, he is bound to receive in payment for the products. . This depreciation 
evolves upon the Finansial Agent, and the- Directory, the necessity of in-， 
mcreasing the price of the goods, from time to time—otherwise, the Institution 
Evould either stop, or become an expense to the State-—and yet the increased 
Bprices intended to meetand that-only to a very limited extent—the depre- 
Fiation of the currency—catises dissatisfaction and complaints.in the commu- 
mnity, which would not be the case, it the whole matter was regulated by law. 
. The Institutions for the, Blind, the Deaf, and Dumb, and the Lunatic Asy- 
lam, should be furnished with.such products, hs. they may need, from the 
sPenitentiary, at the prices that may he fixed. Itis certainly very poor econ- 
omy, and very lame financiering, for the State to appropriate money from her 
Treasury to support these charitable. Institutions, and have a large portion of 
sit expended in the purchase of ‘fubrics,at fifteen and twenty doHars per yard, 
oot worth, intrinsically, so much «as, the - products ,of ,the Penirentiary, sold 
Hirom. three to five dollars per yard, in the same currency. E > E 


E, The Financial Agent and Directory, represent the necessity ,of ' pur- 
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ichasing many articles în Mexico, which cannot be. procured in the country, 
Band yet are absolutely necessary.to the machinery -and to the Institution. 
E These articles can, of course, be purchased only with, cotton or, species- and 
they should he authorized to purchase and .export, under such regulations as 
E you may deen: proper, such amounts of cotton as will bé necessary for: these 
gpurposes; , 1 have, to some extent, responded to the necessity, as represented 
Sto me, by authorizing the purchase and export of some.cotton ; but authority 
Gfor this should bé directly given by law, s. 0 ee 
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COTTON FOR SOLDIERS’ FAMILTES—MEDICINES, a 
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A. J am advised, through frequent communications addressed to me; tha 
Emany of the familes of soldiers, in some portions of the State, cannot procure 
I cotton to make clothing, when they have the sptnning-wheels and looms, and 
[are willing, to perform the labor. . The attention of the County Courts should 
E be called to this, and this want, in some way supplied. i=: ， 


7. 1 am also informed, that there is great scarcity of _medicines throughout 
$ the State, and great suffering preyailing, in consequence ofthis. Applications’ 
Bore numerous from physicians, sustamed by the, people, for the privilege of 
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exporting small amounts of cotton to supply this want. I:call' the facts tẹ 
your attention, that you may provide a remedy for this evil, if practicable. $ 
DEMORALIZATION. j a = 
Imperative duty requires of me to call your attention to the fearful demoral& 
ization and crimes prevailing throughout the*'State. In some sectionsk 
society is almost disorganized—the voice of the law is hushed, atid its authorit® 
seldonr asserted. It is a dead letter—-an unhonored ¡thing upon the unread 
pages of the Statutes. Murder, robbery; theft, outrages of every kind againsẸ 
property—against' human life—against everything sacred to a civilized people 
—are frequent and general. Whole communities are under a reign of terror E 
and they utter their dreadful apprehensions, and their agonizing cries off 
distress, in vain. The rule of the mob—the bandit—of unbriddled 'passions-N 
rides.over the solemn ordinances of the Government, Foul crime is committed 4 
and the criminal, stecped in guilt, and branded by his own dark deéds with 
eternal infamy, goes unwhipped of justice. -Noteven a warrant is issued form 
‘him—no effort made by the sworn officers of the Law, or by the community# 
to bring him to punishment. Too often,the deed is excused—the commug 
nity is divided in opinion as to the guilt, and the criminal is screened frons 
Justice-—uñless his offending chances to touch some particular influence; off 
prevailing notions—aad' then, without trial, and without the forms of Law 
heis hung bya mob, The Law is not.at fault. It has denounced its fearfulg 
penalties against transgressors of all kinds. It has provided all the necessary¢ 
officers to expound and enforce its provisions. They are solemnly sworn top 
faithfully discharge their duties. They are armed with authority tog 
employ the power of the country, when necessary, to execute the law® 
They are paid from the Treasury: of the State, and from the. taxes off 
the people, They are set apart, for the time being, ‘through the organ-+j 
ism of Government, to this solemn work. Every County, and every? 
Judicial District, has the legal and moral power-—were the officersh 
and the people earnestly and cordially to co-operate to root out these@ 
evils—arrest these crimes, punish the offenders, and to restore the Law® 
to vigor and to regular operation. Thus the Law would again become theg 
Ras. of society, and secure it against this fearful confusion, ‘and these fear-§ 
ul dangers. oe - A 
In view of these facts, the Judiciary, and all other officers, should be at# 
their posts, and fearlessly and faithfully discharge their duties, The peopleg 
should encourage and sustain them, and bold them to a strict accountability§ 
for their short-comings in office. ‘Sacrifices must be made, and moral courdgeg 
displayed, by the civil as well as the military officers. These qualities are gs] 
essengial in the one as in the other, and as important tosociety. The severest § 
penalties should be provided for the civil officer who now fails to discharge § 
the obligations pertaining to his position. He should not: be permitted to 4 
eat bread in idleness, and in neglect of his sworn duties. The Law must § 
triumph, or tyranny and unbridled passions will reign. Order must prevail, | 
or, anarchy and the reign of terror ensue. Let the solemn warning from the $ 
pages of history instruct us, and let us be wise in time. - 
PURCHASE OF COTTON WITH STATE BONDS. | . 

Diligent and as full enquiry as I was enabled to make, satisfied me, that 
the Bonds of the State, pledging payment in cotton, could not be sold, except § 
at most ruinous rates. I fully beliove that, to have pursued, literally, the § 
Acts of the Legislature, on the subject of the disposition of these Bonds, § 
would have cost the State, perhaps, from three to five millions of dollars, to § 
" have realized one million, This could only have sunk the credit of the State | 
still lower, and was, therefore, if possible, to- be avoided., And besides, it | 


was very necessary to adopt some plan, upon which the State could speedily | 


> 
< 4 


j ¢ 


15 


realize upon these pledgés of her credit—and; as a matter of ‘course, it was 
necessary to conform the plan, to some extent, to the most singular condi- 
] tion of affairs existing in the State, in order to make lt effective. f 

I found the condition of things, with reference to cotton, about this: Con- 
5 gress had then laid no restriction whatever upon its free exportation; and the 
8 only restrictions imposed upon it, were by military authority, claimed to be 
4 exercised under the Impressment Law.: The manner in which this authority * 
had been exercised—the confusion ‘and dissatisfaction that reigned unon the 
subject—the poor returns to the public benefit, from the thousands of bales 
; that had been exported—are well known to you and to the country. Contracts 
p of-the most extravagant character were in existence, for the introduction of 
=  2oods'and other army supplies—absorbing vast amounts of cotton of the best 
grades—some of which, it is gratifying to learn, have been since annulled. - 

A Cotton Bureau was about being organized at Houston, by thé authority, 
and under the direction, of Gen. Smith, intended to control cotton for pur- 
ų hase of supplies for the army. This Bureau was organized, and commenced 
į its operations, and gave something like system to the military control over - 

cotton. The plan of the Bureau, was about this: They gave to the vendor, 
what are popularly called,-Specie Certificates, for one-half of his cotton, at‘pri- 
ces varying, as I am informed, according to the, quality, from ten to fifteen 
cents per pound, arid exempted from impressment the other half; ‘or furnished 
him with a permit to export the same amount.-' This system proceeded upon 
the calculation, that the vendor could not afford to spare to the Government 
more than half of his cotton, and that his own. necessities required him to 
retain the other half, i TS oe: cue 

Transportation was scarce, and difficult to procure. * The men, generally, of 
the State, up to fifty 7earsof age, were then in the army, and the transpor- 
tation controlled by the military authorities. It was generally conceded 
that the-cost of transportation of cotton, from'any distance in the interior to 
the ae aoe, was equal to one-half of its value—risks, losses, wastagé 
considéred.: Pe O sade ee A 
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The producer could not afford to sell all his cotton for State-Bonds, how- 
~ ever willing hemight be to divide with the State for the public necessities. 
If he took the Bonds of thé State for one-half, he must retain the other for 
his own use, and be protected in its control, so that’ he could realize from it 
—the protection thus extended being the ‘main inducement to sell. A sys- 
tem of permits, authorizing the’ vendor to export the same amount of cotton 
for himself which he had sold to the State, was susceptible of great abuses ; 
„~ and besides, did nof secure other objects necessary, and constantly kept in 
view. It was necessary that the cotton shduld’be taken care of—t0at some 
one should be responsible for it, ‘from, the purchase to the sale; and*that ex- 
。 pedition atid energy should hasten it to the market... The teams anid slaves of * 
the planter were necessary—for the interests of the military service would 
only admit of details, as 1'believed, and as the military authorities stated; to 
a limited extent; and the planter and the vendor must, therefore, be interes- 
ted. Had it been practicable, without extending any privileges to the produ- 
cer, to purchase cotton for State Bonds, as it Was hot for the reasons already 
‘giveil, save at enorinous and ruinous prices—it could not have béen transpor- 
ted to the Rio Grande by ‘persons and agents hired for that purpose, haying 
| > no interest in it, for Jess than half-of its value, when'the wastage, carelessness, -` 
charges, and losses in'various ways, usually attending’ public property, were , 
considered. It would then have required as much cotton, to’ have'realized to 
the State å given sum of money, by baying the cotton entire—even if it could 
have been purchased at the same prices—as it will’to realize to her Treasury 
‘the same amount upon the plan adopted, And besides, the Confederate cur-_ 
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rency had sunk so low in value, that had the State undertaken, through agents 
and employees, to export cotton entirely upon her own:account, it would have 
been necessary, to provide, in advance, Specie for paying freights and charges, 
or to havé interested parties, able tó contro] the necessary, transportation, in 
the cotton itself. And again; Permits, as they are termed, claimed to have 
been extended by Confederate_autbority tó export cotton, were, as I amin- 
formed, afloat, and are stil], in numbers; and could be bought.at. from four to 
six cents per pound of the cotton authorized. to. be exported "by virtue of 
them, and besides, specie to some extent had to be competed with in pur- 
-chasing. > 4 Ce y my ES m aN = Pac z ‘ 
Again; the two Acts “passed by the Legislature—the one contemplating 
the sale of the six per cent. Bonds for specie, or arms, munitions of war and 
machinery—cotton being. pledged on their face for their, redemption—the 
other contemplating the issuance of seven per cent. Bonds, redeemable two 
years after.the war,should end, and to be-used in the purchase of the cotton 
一 Were passed at the same session, embraced the same subject matter, and 
were: designed to-accomplish one result, and, might, therefore, justly and 
legitimately, be construed. together as one,act of legislation. Such a con- 
struction would not only bé sustained by legal -rules-of interpretation, but 
would “secure practical and beneficial results to the State, and prevent the 
sacrifice.of thousands of dollars, perhaps millions, to mere technicalities. 


uh 


* Why should both classes of Bonds be used,-when'one cnly answered a better 


purpose ? : 7 < co See AO ee 
tn wiew. of all these facts and considerations, I adopted a plan for the pur- 
chase of cotton with the seven per cent. Bonds, which I believe just to the 
planter and to the vepdor—true to the public interests, to the State and to the 
Confederacy—and which, I believe; will realize to the ‘State her: Bonds at 
par, so far as. they may be.sold, as I anticipated when it was adopted. —_; «: 
¿ - The main features of the plan are these: the vendor transfers his cotton 
to the State, and, under the authority of the State, transports it to the Rig 
Grande at his own expensé and risk. He then retains one half of the cotton 
for his own use—he receives State Bonds for the other half at its specie 
value at that point, less the actual cost of transportation——the transportation 
‘West of the Trinity not to cost over one fourth of the value of the cotton in 
that market. Where the vendor cannot export the cotton, the State pays 
bim for it in State Bonds, at its value where purchased—generally, from nina 
to eleven cents per pound according to quality—he exporting a like amount, 
unger the protection of. the State for himself” One contract, according to its 
‘terms, pays the State Fifty Dollars in specie for each bale exported. The 
departuges from this plan, so far as my information goes, are to:a limited 
extent, and admitted.only for the purpose of securing necessary,energy and 
transportation, and proper compensation to those who were hai and 
expending, their money. in, the purchase and exportation.of cotton, the pur- 
chase of ropeand bagging, &c., for the benefit of the State. The departures 
have beep indulged only for. these reasons, and then limited in extent, so:as 
not to defeat, the realization to the:State of her Bonds at par, in'specie or 1ts 
equivalent, and all that was promised for the cotton when purchased... ._ 

- There is posillegal force, ,no illegal and oppressive exactions made of the: 
producer; there is but.little.risk incurred by the State, no chance for fraud, 
as the State only pays for what she actually receives. It is a direct appeal 
to his patriotism, his liberality, and to his interest, private and public, and 
his energies and capital—united’ in the promotion. of the .two. interests, 
The tithe—the only tax imposed upon cotton by Congress, except the 
export duty-—is paid; andif the owner and producer realizes something out 
of the remainder, it.is but his due, for the property is his own hard earnings. 
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The producer, of alf classes of men, should be encouraged ;' and one désign of 
this system was to give him encouragement, to arouse his energies, and'cause ' 
him to feel that ‘he had some interest in‘ bis 6wn productions. ' eae aN 
To prevent cotton from being exported in the vame of the State, not'em-- 
braced under the plan proposed, and to: secure to her Treasury all that is’ 
promised from 1t; this plan was thus systematized The cotton is reported at, 
and recorded ‘in, the offices’ at Houston, San: Aritomo! and Tagle Pass, and’ 
from those offices to me, at this place; and by me, the Reports are referred * 
to the Military. Board,'to be préserved and récorded': and; on tbe arrival of 
the cotton on'the-Rio Grande, it 1s to be disposed of; in actordatice with'the* 
Bocreements under the’plam” > : Onin ES. ee, oe cases 
É Col. E. B. Nichols, of Galveston? a’ merchant of long standing; and wAY 
known for his:success'añd ability aa business man, was selected as the Agent 
or Commissioner of the State, to dispose of the Bonds, and ptirchasé and dis-~ 


pose of the cotton,” The appeal was made to the citizéns, and they cheer 
Aloy responded: to:the call; and in’ a few weeks, ‘a ‘large amount of cotton 
Eras conveyed ‘to the State, under this plan.-and-much of it is now bemg?’ 
Bi irarisported to ‘the Rio Grande, and a part has been Sold ; 'and:imoreis direct»: 
Sd to be forwarded to-Hóuston to pay for arms already impotted from abroad,” 
and to be purchased at that point It is my intention to forward to-that 
point, ds much-of the'cotton as cah be used to advantagé 1ñ tlie purchase of 
arms and munitions of war.’ Tf the-State is freed from embarrassment,in te 一 
execution of this plan, she will, in a short time; be enabled to pay for several 
pthousand stand of arms, all the munitions of war vecessary tó frontier protéc-? 
Qion, and perhaps, much móre; and have ‘quite a- surplus left to:sustain hery 
gor to be expended in the purchase-and introduction of machinery’; and-she ` 
gran procure’. these supplies in no ‘other way. All the arms of the State= 
including the eight hundred and sixty Enfield’ rifles recently purchased—- 
Shave been placed atthe disposal'of- the Confederate authorities; and'aré in 
@their possession. - ~ os _ a cae Ea A N 
= The State, in the execution of this policy, is exerting the-means and the” 
Menergy” not yet placed” wader: the absolute control*of-the* Confederacy, - 
@iogether with her: redit, to strengthen herself, to strengthen the Confederacy, 
end to give additional aid to the cause in which we are engaged. ~Notwith- . 
Btanding all this, itis my duty-to inform the Senators and; Representatives of 
he people, that the most serious obstacles and embarrassments, havé-been., 
Bhrown inthe way of the State, and that she is not yet freed'from them. í 
E Subotdinate officers on-the Rio Grande; Claiming to ‘act undér instructions: ` 
Erom officers higher in rank in the Confederate States’ service, have interfered” 
Erith cotton'transported under the authority’ of the ‘State, and have-delayed 
Bnd prevented-its’exportation.: Fam informed by Col; E. B. ‘Nichols,’ Agent- 
Bf the State, ‘that they have -prevented cotton, belonging to the Military . 
B8oard; from beiitg exported, and have claimed half of it for thé-Confederacy. * 
gam, as yet; rot tinforméd what particular cotton this is; but it-is either - 
Potton purchased by.the Board, with means placed at ‘its disposal: by: tlie , 
Legislature, or cotton exported under contract forthe purchdse and introduc- . 
Bion of machinery: “They have thus interposed tliemstives between the State * 
land the execution of’ her Laws;-the providing of iieans' for her defense and to - 
Elotie her people. “+... ie EER A A, tN 
| I-have borne these embarrassments with patience, and have labored faith- .- 
Gully-—and Dany still Jaboring—to sééure an understandingto have harmony “ 
and concert of-action-hétween the'State and Confederate authorities. Tam, 
how in cortespondencé with Gen. Smith on this subjet, and I do not despair’. - 
bf complete success,” ‘{he-liberal- views mañifésted by’ him in reference to ， 
ghe civil authoritiés of ‘the- State abd- her -rights,: the disposition, and eyen * 
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deep interest, manifested by him in reference to the. introduction of machin- i 
ery, afford me strong assurrance that,, when this subject isifully understood,’ 
all embarrassments will be removed, and complete, harmony and concert of | 
action secured. The same ‘hberal sentiments have been expressed by Maj | 
Gen. Magruder, and by Lt. Col. W. J. Hutchins, Chief of the Cottun-Bareau,:: 
at Houston, in their correspondence with me; aud I am, therefore, led to the’ 
belief, that the difficulties referred.to have grown out of the wantof a mutual | 
understanding. . :* : a pm 
, This whole-cotton business, once aystematized and «controlled in a*manner . 
consistent with the rights of the citizen, and what is dude. to..the public: 
necessities, the State and Confederate authorities exerting themselves in con. ， 
certed. effort, the most gratifying results may -be 'anticipated. ooa i 

Much of the cotton in the State is in the seed, wasting m pens and*houses : 
—bagging and rope must ke introduced fiom abroad; and, it requires a sys- 
tem, combining energy 'and liberality, to place the cotton-in a condition for ` 
market. About the —-day April, E directed the Agent of the Stale to arrest | 
the purchase of cotton, for, the reason that it was represented to me, that | 
the operations of the State were embarrassing the procarment of cotton by the 
Confederate .authorities, to be.used in the purchase of supplies for the army, 

` The correspondence with the Military authorities onthe subject of cotton; 
so far as it has progressed, you will find in the office of the Military Board, 
-together with the reports of.the amounts purchased: under the plan:alluded 

to. I hope to be enabled, in a few days, to place before you the final conclu- 

sion of the military authorities, as to the purchase and exportation of cotton 
by the State, under the system proposed. It is, in my opinion,absolutely 

essential to the public interests of the State, that she should be fully sus- 

tained in the policy propounded for the purchase and transportation af cotton, 

for the accomplisl.ment of the ends proposed by your legislation, 

From the facts and considerations already stated, it-is beliéved. that this is 
the only plan that will speedily, and at. a reasonable cost to the State, secure 
the results. desired, aud so essential to the public welfare. = < +... 7 
NECESSITY OF CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE TRANS- 

E MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT. > |; ， 

As we are almost cut off from the Government. at Richmond and as Gen. 
E. Kirby Smith is vested with so much power,-it- is very necessary that a cor- 
respouglence should be constantly kept up with his Head Quarters, and: that 
the Executive should haye a more reliable: means of -correspondonce 
than the slow and uncertain: correspondence by-. letter through the 
mail, The , necessity for this -has been - several times felt. by me 
since my induction into office, and is-hkely to continue, so long as*the enemy. 
control the Mississippi River and its valley, to the extent they now do; and 
a full and complete understanding as to matters affecting the interest of. the 
State, her condition and wants, should, at. alk times, be bad between the Ex- 
ecutive and the General Commanding the Department, Hrs mind should not ' 
be left to impressions, obtained through any indirect:ways,as to the interest, 
the policy, and. the condition of the State, I record, with pleasure, my.ton-. 
fidence in the integrity and. uprightness of Gen. Smith,.aud in his disposition? 
to.accord to the State what is due, when he-has full information...) >‘ 

My experience in office, and the condition of affairs in the Trans-Miss De~ 
partment, only-add strength to my convictions, thatthe State Government 
should be preserved intact, aud in as «full vigor -as is.gompatiblé with out | 
surroundings, Texas is the only civil power left intact west of the Mississippi 
River, and she should profit by her good fortune, and give;the benefit. of it, * 
by, her vigor, her energy, and her achievments, to -her Jess fortunate’ sister’ 
States, .Missouri is overrun by the enemy;: Arkansas and Louisiana haye; fur,’ 
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, 2 time, lost the possession of large portions of their territory; and, they.are,: 
therefore, shorn of their completeness, as Sovereign States, and, depryed.of: 
; the ability to have anything hke a regulär. and systematic civil policy. She 
: should, as she kas heretofore done, yield cheerfully, and-readily: whatever may. 
1 be legitimately required for the common ¡cause and the common defense ; and; 
‘ ber remaining energies and powers, should be wisely and. systematically em~ 
; ployed, in preparing for a still more evil “day, and 19 gathering: stil! greater: 
" strength for a st:li more desperate struggle, m the contest for Justice aud-In- 
. dependence. If it should become necessary, in the progress of this, fearful: 
struggle, for her even, to sacrifice principle, ayhich, in times less pregnant, with; 
danger, she would rot sacrifice, let her make the sacrifice j in that-noble Fpirit; 
,of patriotism, so characteristic: of her people ; but, Jet her, at the aame. time, y 
i mark well the latitudes and, longitudes of the departur es, and return to.them; 
i with firm determination, when the storm and the, hour;of gloom baye- passed. 
‘with the conflict of arms. May she be:the last State-to. give up the cause of. 
i her bleeding and suffering sisters ; and may she be.the. last to bow her dis-. 
; crowned head, and own that she is no, longer a Sovereign Power, erect and free. + 
i SPIRIT-OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISE. ~ hie. see 
' The spirit of enterprise now manifested by individuals ,associations of men, > 
. and by chartered Companies, ‘in employing capital and labor for the, manulac-¿ 
: , ire of Tron, and various other articles necessary to the people and the army, ? 
21 the purchase and introduction of machinery for themanuiacture. ‘of-cotton and,; 
woolen gcods—is not only gratifying, but a source pf hopeand congratulation : 
, to the whole State. With proper protection and encouragement- extended to, 
1, these who are engaged in prosecuting’ these enterprises—in.a fe months, 
“large amonnts of iron, and other necessary articles, wall he daily manufac- , 
nf tured, and yery considerable amounts of machinery; of a vamed character, in- ;; 
' + troduced and put in operation, notwifhstandjhg the great risks.and expendi- + 
上 tures incurred, in prosecuting such undertakings, i in these times of peri} and , 
$; confaston The capital of every kind—tbe laborers—the agents—-mechanies—, 
|: superinten ients—directors,. c, employed—should be protected, by law, 
| against interference or interruption, from any and every source. You will. 
| be enabled,to see something of the amount of capital already devoted to these 
p oyjects—the spirit and energy exhibited. by those engaged in ther prosecar ., 
T tion—by the report of tne Mihtary Board, and from the, papers ih that office. . 
T have missed no opporiunity of encouraging, sustaining, endef protecting,, - 
| m every way within my power, and within the sphere of my influence, ba : 
devoting their eapital, labor and time, to the “presecution cf these and ali 
other enterprizes calculated to benefit the people and the army; H anggas; L: 
é think, essential to our success in a long continued struggle, 
E 1 baye considered it the best policy, as well as the only.one- calculated, to; f 
& ensure speedy and certain success, to encourage individual enterprise, rathen., 
@ than attempt the accomplishment: of these varied, necessary, and numerous, 
f objects, alone through the capital, agents, employees, and management of the,., 
State. This policy not only ensures, better, suecess—but; it more readily. 
jadapts itself tothe wants of the COUnEN, and diffuses Jits beneficial re 
$ more generally. . Regt t T 


B to place under the protection of ‘the, State. and the Military Board, those-en- -. 
E gazed m, and proposing to engage in, such enterprises, together with the cap- 
# ital and laborers- thus employed, making such, regulations,as-I thought best 

A calculated to ensure good faith and success. While the State Troops were: 
E under my command, I made such. details as I thought t reasonable and, neces; `, 
Y sary for the accomplishment: of these ends.. ‘In-order toiensure the introduc-1> o 
f tion of machinery fiom abroad, and the appliances essential fo its operation, 
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In my efforts to execute and- make this ‘policy efficient, I have denia 
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when so introduced—the exportation of cotton is necessary ; and, for these 
purposes, the exportation of it, in such quantities as were deemed proper, has 
been authorized under the authority of the State, and under suca regulations 
as were considered sufficient to ensure good faith in the parties exporting the 
cottoú; without crippling their energies, or embarrassing them in the accom- 
plishment of the objects proposed. You are respectfully referred to the office 
of the Military Board—the agreements there on file, and to their Report— 
for full Information on this subject. 

In view ‘of the great interests involved in this whole subject, I earnestly 
recommend, that you authorize the Mihtary Board and the Executive, to 
make such afrangements and contracts with individuals, associations, and char- 
tered Companies, who are possessed of the capital and the powers necessary 
to introduce and operate machinery, or tó manufacture any necessa y articles 
for the people and the army, as will ensure to them the protection of the Laws 
of the State, in the devotion of their ‘capital, labor and energies, to the ac- 
comphshment of their objects. This done by you, and one other end secured 
—the cordial ¢o-operation of the Confederate authorities with those of the 
State, in: systematically sustaining- and encouraging this policy, protecting 
those engaged in such enterprises, ‘granting the necessary details, mechanics, 
laborers, agents, «c.,—fhe most gratifying results may be anticipated by the 
publié, ina few months. So many of our population are now drawn into 
Confederate service, and are under.military authority, that the co operation 
mentioned;*is essential to relieve those thus employing their capital and their 
t:me, and incurring the incidental risks, from apprehensions of being interrup- 
ted in the midst of their labors and plans, to enable them to make rehable 
calculations, and to ensuré to them the necessary Jaborers and mechanics. 
Such a co-operation as this, will result, equally, to the benefit of the State 
and the Cónfederacy—to the people and the army, and to the families of sol- 
diers—and would seem natural and easily to be obtained, and, f most sincerely 
hope, is. Tinvite your attention to its importance, and ask of you to Jay the 
foundation for insuring if. 

The State is also, under her own authority, and by means of her own 
capital, prosecuting public works—in some of which, she bas large amounts 
of capital involyed—and they result, equally, to the benefit of the Confeder- 
acy and to the State. - She is, through contracts, manufacturing, on a limited 
scale, small arms, powder, and laying the foundation for an increased manufac- 
ture ofgowder, necessary to the Frontier and to the various counties. She 
1s also manufacturing ordnance, and beginning the manufacture of “pinning 
Jennies, to facilitate: the manufacture of cotton cloth—and the same remarks, 
as to enterprises prosecuted under her autliorify, as to the co-opGration of 
the Confederate authorities—the detail of the necessary mechanics and 
laborers—apply With équal force to the works dwectly prosecuted by the 
State I take pleasure in stating to you, that in my conversations and corres- 
poúderice with Generals Smith and Mapruder, on these subjects—they have 
manifested afull apprectation of ‘their iniportance, and a most liberal dispo- 
sition tó foster and protect such enterprises, and to give all the facilities con- 
sistént ‘with’-the military service. I am encouraged by the belief, that a 
systematic and thorough co-operation, between the Sate and Confederate 
authorities, can be secured, in the prosecution of these enterprises, when the 
abjects had in view by all, are fully understood, ， 

pi i CERTIFICATES AS TO OFFICERS. A 
. The recent Act of Conscription, passed by Congress, exempts from military 
service “thé Vice President of the Coénfecerate States, the Members and 
Officers gf Congress, of the several Legislatures, and such other Confederate 
and State Officers, as the President or the Executives of the respective States 
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may certify to be necessary, for the proper administration of the Confederate 
and State Governments, as the case may be.” Has Congress the power to 
invest by law, the President of the Confederate States with authority to strip 
the General Government of these States of the officers provided for its admin- 
istration by the Constitution and Laws? Tas the Confederate Government 
the power to vest the [Executive of a Sovereign State, or any other officer, 
with authority to displace the officers, provided for its admimstration by the 
Constitution and Laws of that State ? : 

I will not argue these questions, and thereby leave the implication of doubt 
on my mind as tothem. here can be but one answer given to, them—that 
answer must be in the negative. nae de 

The Constitution and Laws of Texas, have not only provided, but have 
determined, the officers necessary to the administration of the Goyernment— 
and they are, in their respective offices, discharging the duties imposed upoh 
them by the authority referred to. i 

Itis the duty of the Executive of the State, to respect and execute its laws, 
and to see that its Constitution is not violated. These ubhgations are 1m- 
posed on him by a solemn oath.. He is nowhere empowered to veto or nullify 
laws already in force, nor to set aside provisions of the Constitution. 

The Confederate Government did not create the State Goverament—nor 
did it establish its various offices, and provide for officials to fill them. It 
certainly, then, cannot judge of the officers necessary to its proper adminis- 
tration, or take (hem from their places of trust. Ifthat Government cannot 
do so directly, it certainly cannot do so indirectly, by vesting the power in any 
officer or person. So far, as placing officers of the Government into military 
service is concerned, it 1s a matter addressed to Legislative and not to 
Executive discretion—and that discretion is then restrained and restricted 
by the Constitution The Legislature, so far as it is not controlled by the 
Constitution, may dispense with such offices and officers as, in their wisdom, 
may be deemed proper, in wew of the difficulties and dangers threatening the 
country. The Executive can dispense with none, civil or military. Were 
as the Executive of the State, to certify that any, or all ofthe State officers 
were not necessary for its proper administration, the certificate would be 
without legal effect or power, and could be regarded in no other light than 
that of an authorized licence given to the military authorities, to deprive the 
State of the officers provided for its admimstratiun, and thereby utterly to 
prostrate and bring into contempt, the State Government. ` 3 、 

Where should I begin with the exercise of the power? Where should I 
end with it? How am I to.determine the officers necessary—they all have 
their duties assigned them bv the law? Shall I commence with the Judi- 
ciary? Shall I deprive the Courts of their Magistrates, Judges, Clerks,. 
Sheriffs, and other officers? Shall I deprive the State of a Comptrollerand 
Treasurer, of an Adjutant General, Secretary of State? Shall I break up the - 
County Courts? ‘fhe attempt, therefore, to exercise such a power, would 
not ouly be dangerous, bututterly unauthorized— and my respect for the whole 
frame-work of our Government, and for my oath, as Executive, forbids me to 
attempt its exercise. Its exercise can do no goud—it can give no appreciable 
strength to the army, or to our cause—and no such excuse, in my opinion, 
can be offered for it. It may be, that the Law of Congress was not intended 
to apply to the officers already provided for in the Constitution and Laws, and 
who are actually employed in the administration of the Government—but to 
sue 1 only, as might be thereafter found, from time to time, to be necessary to 
assist in the administration of, and in conducting the business of, thé State . 
Goyernment., But it is not so construed by the Conscript Bureau in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department., ~~  ' o A 
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Tt is for you to detormine, whether the exigencies of the country require 
the abolishment of any of the offices established by the Laws of tle State, 
and of the functions of their officeis; and af so, to make such regulations as 
you may deem pioperand necessary. I cannot, however, be true to my convic- 
tions, and forbear the expression of the opinion, that the officers of the State, 
in view of the existing Laws—the duties imposed by them—and the general 
condition of the communty—should be kept in their positions, and held toa 
rigid and strict discharge of their duties. Those, however, who fail to dis- 
charge their duties faithfully, should beplaced in military service, No- office, 
ervil or military, should be a mere sinecure in this hour of trial and of, perú 
to the country. 

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, 

There can be no doubt, that Congress is vested with power, under the, 
Confederate. Constitution, to suspend “the privilege of the Writ of Mubeng 
Corpus, when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may reqnira 
it,” Congress must, of course, judge at their peril, of the existing necessity, 
and define the class of offenders from whom the privilege shall, for the timo 


"specified, be withheld. They were in a position to know the condition of 


many portions of the Confederacy, about which we know but httle as to cur- 
rent events; and they, perhaps, judged wisely as tẹ the necessity. he 
objects, however, to be attained by the suspension af the privilege of this 
writ, must be clear to every thinking and wellanformed nan, who has given 
close attention to the subject, and 33 ‘well illustrated from the Legislation 
end Jurisprudence of Englana. Tt is to deprive af a speedy, public trial, to 
prevent the release from legal custody, of those who may be found plotting 
treason, and conspiring against the Government and the hfe of the cor- 
munity, until such time as they may be released or tried consistently with 
tue public safety. ‘[his object should be the guide to all the regulations 
attending the suspension of the privilege of the writ; and no detarture 
from principle, or the safeguards thrown around the hberty of the citizen, 
m the Constitution of the State or Confederacy, is necessary to the accom- 
mplishment of this end. The departure from principle, the danger, does not. 
jie in the mere suspension of the writ, for this is provided for, where the 
public safety requires it, but in the manner in whith the suspension may be 
regulated and carried out It‘seems consistent with the objects to b2 attam- 
ed by the guspension of this writ, that an Information or Affidavit of the 
facts against the accused should be filed, and that the warrant ef arrose 
should be issued by some officer, legally autbornz:d to issue such warrants 

If a party is guilty of any of the offences named in the Act of Congress, 
some person or persons must know the facts, and the information can be 
given, and the affidavit filed. It is not deemed necessary to, discuss the 
question, whether Congress possessed the power, under the Constitution, to 
autborize the President, the Secretary of War, ‘and tke General O'ficer 
Commanding the Trans-Mississippi Military Department under his authority 
and control, to order the arrest, and to hold in custody, citizens not in the 
military service, charged with any of the offences specified. It would be 
difficult to demonstrate the existence of such power; and the exercise ot 4 
such power is not essential to the accomplishment of the ends proposed by 

the Law. Unless this power is construed into an unlimited licence, given to 

the President, to employ the’ military, through the officers named, under his 
‘orders as Commander in Chief of the Army, to judge of the offences, and 

to make arrests, it can have but a very limited operation. If this is to be 

the coustruetion and operation of the Law, the military authorities are’ 
made judges of offences and crimes,- properly cognizable by the Judicial 

Tribunals, and the hberty of the citizen is in their hands, at least, so far as 
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arrest and detention, for a time, is concerned. Why the courts of the coun- 
try, which have been so ready to sustain the legislation of Congress, in this 
struggle, should be ignored, and officers appointed by the President to inves- 
tigate the cases of those arrested by the military authorities, I am unable to 
percsive. There are Courts in almost every County and District, in every 
St te of the Confederacy ; and they could not only issue warrants, and cause 
arrests to be made in the instances defined by the Act of Congress—but they 
could investigate ull the facts, and report them to the President, under proper 
regulations, Sch a course as this, it 1s believed, 1s much more consistent 
With the whole treme-work of our Government, than the one adopted by 
Congress. If-the Jaw was intended to prevent any citizen from an appeal to 
the established Judicial Tribunals, to determine whether or not it was in ac- 
endance with the Constitution of the Confederate States, it is a precedent 
most dangercus, iu practice most alarming, and utterly without constitutional 
warrant 

Practically, T fear, that this Act of Congress adds no strength to our cause, 
Tt divides buvlfc opinion as to its propriety. It produces alarm and dissatis- 
faction, Every offence defined in the Law is provided for im the laws of Tex- 
ús and. T buliev>, in the Laws of the Confederate States, and are properly 
ergmnzabí» by Jadicial Lrmbavals; and were these Judicial Tribunals laith- 
gully to dicoarge thar duties, they would much more effectually punish the 
offenders classified under this law, than can be done under the regulations 
made by it. ; 

1 do not believe that the President will abuse the powers conferred upon 
him. 1 have too much confidence in his wisdem and patriotism—but whether 
he cen prevent abuses or not, 1s more than doubtfel. It is a question, how- 
ever, above the mere disposition and character of the President, and the pa- 
triouc intentions of Congiess. It is a question of safe precedent in law, and 
of wise and judicious legislation It is the precedent of the Confederate Con- 
gress in the suspension of the Writ of Habeas Corpus, and, in all of its bear- 
ings, merits fuli consideration, and an unequivocal expression of your views 
in regard to it. My convictions are, that the Law should be repealed, or en- 
tirely changed in ity regulations. g 

The Laws of Congiess, in relation to Curreney, the Writ of Habeas Corpus, Con- 
seription, the attempt to vest the President of the Confederacy and the Executives 
of the States, with the authowty to deprive the Governments, over whieh they re- 
spectively preside, of the officers constituted by the Const tution and the Laws, are 
certainly extiaordinary and unprecedented Acts of Legislation, and, when taken to- 
gethes, most significant. It required unusual nerve to adopt them; and if they 
are justified at all, they must be justified by the unusual cmsis, and as a means to 
gave tut fife of the nation. 

Let us all stand firm in our allotted places, and discharge fearlessly and faithfully 
the duties devolved upon us; and the God of Hosts, who bas crowned with snecess 
our aimies, elate with victory over so many fields of blood, will vouchsafe te our 
country Independence, and a proud place in the family of nations. 

P. MURRAB. 
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